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The Poſſbility and N Witchcraft are 
Demonſtrated from Stripture, and the 
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By FRAN CIS BRAGGE A. B. 
_ Late of Peterhouſe in Cambridge. Author of the 
Account of the Proceedings againſt Jane 
Menham, and Witchcraft farther Diſplay 
———_ 
concerning the Power of Eqchoncmedts, loplging the Co- 
operation of Invifible*Powers, concerning all Sort of Entercourſe 
- and Confederacy (formal or virtual) with bad Spirits ; all which 
things He that ſhall affirm to be meer Fiction and Delufion, muſt 
thereby with exceeding Immodeſty and Rudeneſs charge the 
World with both extreme Vanity and Mzlignity; many (if not 
all) worthy Hiſtorians of much Incoffſiderateneſs or Fraud, 
moſt Law-giyers of great Sillineſs and Raſhneſs,” moſt Judicatories 
of high Stupidiry or Cruelty, a vaſt Number of Witneſſes of the 


greateſt Malice or Madneſs ; all which have concurred to afſers 
theſe Matters of Fact. Dr. Barrow, Vol. 2. p. 133. 
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| w Juſt Publiſh'd the 5th Edition of : 


& A Full and Impartial Account of the Diſcovery of Sorcery 
<> and Witcheraf: praftis'd by JANE WENHAM of Wal- 
kerne in Hertfordſhire, upon the Bodies of ANNE T HORN, 
ANNE STREET, &c. The Proceedings againſt Her, from her 
being firſt apprehended, till ſhe was committed to Goal by 
Sir HENRY CHAUNCT. Alſo her TRYAL at the Aſſizes at 
Hertford, before Mr. juſtice POWELL, where ſhe was found 
Guilty of Felony! and Mitc heraft, and receiv'd Sentence of 
Death for the ſame. March 4. 171 . Prices d, © 
HI. Witchcraft farther Diſplayd. Containing, 1. An Ac- 
count of the Witchcraft practis d by FANE WENEHAM, 
ſinee her Condemnation upon the Bodies of Anne Thorn and 
Anne Street, and the deplorable Condition in which they till 
remain. 2. An Anſwer to the moſt general Obje ctions againſt 
the Being and Power of Witches; with ſome Nemarks upon 


the Caſe of Jane Wenham in particular, and on Mr. Juſtice 


Powell's Procedure therein. To which are added, the TRY ALS 


of Florence Newton, a famous * ee at the Aſſizes held at 
Cork, 1661. as allo of two Wit 


ches at the Aſſizes held at Bury 
St. Edmundsin Suffolk, before Sir Matthew Hale, Lord Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer, by whom they were found Guilty, 


and executed, 166. Price s d. 


III. An Agreeable Criticiſm, of the City of PARIS and the 
FRENCH, giving an Account of their Preſent State and Con- 
ditien. Their Virtges and Vices, Academies, Dreſs, Devo- 
tion, -Levity, Women, Beggars, Writers, Bookſellers, Di- 
verſions, Theaters, Gallantry, Language, Entertainment of 
Strangers. Their Lawyers, Pick-pockets, Phyſicians and 
aacks, the Court, the Great Men, the King, and the Mob. 
Tne Ne Chymiſts, and Clergy. Their Notions 
of Things, Horſes, Eating houſes, Liveries, Conjugal Affecti- 
on, Luxury, Vanity, Civility, Garrulity. Their Courts of 
Joc Invention, Affectation, Labour, Taverns, Climate, 
rade, People, Fruit, Houſe-Rent, Taylors, Brokers, Fair of 
St. Germain, Their Bridges, Buildings, Political Calculations 
of the Number of —_ Conſumption of Food, &c. Done 
out of French. The third Edition. Price 13. Ko 
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PREFACE 


| 127 general Alarm, which the Relation of the Witchcraft 


of Jane Wenham has given to the Scepticks and Fren 
' Thinkers of the Age, and the uncommon Induſtry uſed 


y ſome People to diſcredit it, both by raifing | abundance of Falſi 


ties, and endgavouring to turn into ridicule what they cannot con- 


fute, 15 a certain Sign that theſe Gentlemen find their looſe Prin- 


ciples ſenſibly touch'd, and a clearer Evidence of the Being Spi- 
rits, than they are willing to have. : 
For this Reaſon it is, chat I have taken ſo much Notice of the 


two Pamphlets lately come out againft it, left the 2 Effects of ſo 
remarkable an Occurrence might any ways be obſtrutted, by rhe 
want of an Anſwer to thoſe Papers, which as little as they deſerve 
- 2 07 if they had it not, would ſoon be cry d up as unan- 
© ſwerable; Th” | | 


I have therefore carefully examined every thing that looks like 
an Argument in either of ty Antagoniſts, and I hope what I have 
ſaid in anſwer to their Objections will apbe ar clear and rational to 
the Impartial and Fudicions Reader. But as for thoſe, who have 


| before-hand reſolved, That all Relations of this nature muſt be 
| abſurd and ridiculous, and when they are cloſely preſi'd with Rea- 


ſon and Tefti always evade the Force of Convittion by ſetting 
up aloud Lags; 1 do 2 expett this ſhould — great Effet 
upon them, any more than upon another ſort ꝙ levers, who 
cannot give their Aſſent, unleſs we are ablt to ſatisfy them in all 
9828 they ſhall ask concerning the Cærrmonies of Initiation, 

onditions of the Contracts with the Devil, and the like, which 
they that pretend to reſolve muſ be Wizards themſelves. 

It is a great Argument of the Reality of Witchcraft, that ar 
mush as it has been laugh d at by the frothy Libertines, yet it has 
been generally maintain d by the Grave, the Wiſe and the Learn- 
ed in all Ages; inſomuch that there 1s not 4 Gvilixed Nation, 
that ever I heard of, without its Laws againſt this deteftable 
Crime. And as the moſt Excellent Dr. Barrow expreſſes it, The 
wiſer and more refined fort of Men, higheſt in Parts and Im- 

rovements, both from Study and Experience (indeed the 
lower of every Commonwealth, 'Stateſmen, Lawgivers, 
Judges and Prieſts) upon ſo many Occaſions of great Impor- 
tance, after moſt deliberate (canning ſuch. Pretences and Re- 
ports, ſhould fo often ſuffer themſelves to be deluded, to the 
extreme injury of particular Perſons concerned, to the com- 


mon 


The PREFACE. 


mon abuſing of Mankind, to the hazard of their own Reputa- 
tion in point of Wiſdom and Haneſty, ſeems, in no wiſe, reaſc- 
nable to conceive. In likelihood rather the whole Kind of all 


theſe things, were it altogether vain arid groundleſs, would 


upon ſo frequent and ſo mature Diſcuſſions have appeared to 
be ſo, and would conſequently long ſince have been diſown'd, 

loded and thruſt out of the World, For, as upon this ec- 
caſion tis ſaid in Tally, Opinienum commenta dies delet, Nature 
jw c 
leſs 


and real. 
The Opin 255 great a Man ſufficiently evinces, that the 
Subject o * following Sheets is at leaji not ſa Ridiculous as it is 


to be. | 
Bur becauſe both my Anſwerers pretend to underftand Phyſic 
and one of em fays, Thi tis want of Knowledge in the Art of 
Phyſic that makes Men attribute meer natural Diſtempers to 
Spirits T., And the Faber of the Fall Confutation (as he calls 
it) concludes his Book with a Piece of grave Advice to the Clergy 
ta ftudy Phyſic more : If (ſays he p the Clergy would be a little 
more converſant with the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, and enquire 


more narrowly into the Phy ſical Gouſes of things, ſeveral Ef- 


its, but confirms that which is founded in Nature 
ol. 2. p. 133. Su 


fects would not appear ſo perplexing, neither would they be 
i 


ſo forward to aſcribe thoſe Diſeaſes to the Devil, where Na- 
ture is N concerned. 7 think I cannot better conclude 
this Preface than in the Words of a very Learned Phyſician in the 
Caſe; "tis the Famous Sir Thomas Browne, whoſe Teſtimony will 
certainly be allow'd of greater Weight than whatevr can be urg d by 
our Hertfordſhire Pretender. + 

It is a Riddle to me how. the Story of Oracles hath not 
worm d out of the World that doubtſul Conceit of Spirits and 
Witches; how ſo niany Learned Heads ſhould fo far forget 
their Metaphyſicks, and deſtroy the Ladder and Scale of Cxea- 
tures, as to queſtion the Exiſtence of Spirits. For my parts I 
have ever believ'd, and do now know, that there are Witches; 
they that doubt of theſe, do not only deny them, but Spirits, 
and are obliquely and upon conſequence, a ſort not of Inſidels, 
but Atheiſts. e that to confate their Incredulity deſire to 
ſee Apparitions, ſnall doubtleſs never behold any, nor have the 
Power to be ſo much as Witches: The Devil hath them alrea- 
dy in a Hereſy as capital as Witchcraft, and to appear to them 
were but to convert them. Religio Medici, ſect. 30. 
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WITCHCRAFT, 
ASSERTED; 


In Anſwer to a Pamphlet, intitled, The 
Impoſſbbility of Witchcraft. 


| HE Author of this doughty Performance, after having 
very gravely acquainted his Reader, That upon the 
repeated Sollicitations of many Letters from his Friends 
and Correſpondents, theſe Papers appear in this manner, * 
publiſhed in one Pamphlet for the general Good; as if inſtead of 
having been out but a Fortnight or three Weeks, and that on- 
ly to fill up a ſcandalous News-Paper *, they had ſtood the 
Teſt of ſome very conſiderable Time, and had been receiv'd 
with univerſal Applauſe, falls immediately upon two Ob- 
jections, which he thinks it abſolutely neceſſary to remove, 
before he proceeds any farther. , 4 
The firſt is, That it is a very odd thing, that our Laws ſhould 
impower Judges to put People to Death for N — if there 
is no ſuc h thing as 4 Witch in the World. Vid. Preface. © 
In Anſwer to which he tells us, That it is ſaid, That the 
33d of Henry VIII. was the frft Statute againft Witchcraft ;, and 


— — — — — — — 
| * Proteſtant Noft- Boy. | | 
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* 


from a Clauſe in that Act, in which he finds theſe Words, Or 


2 


for the Deſpight of Chriſt, or Lucre of Money, to pull down any 
Croſs, which is there made Felony, he concludes, That thes 
Statute was made upon account of the Religion which then pre- 
vailed; and calls the Repeal of it, Ed. VI. cap. 12. and 
1 Mar. cap. 1. 4 Legal Toleration for Witches ;, and thereby 
would inſinuate in the very Entrance of his Book, that the Be- 


lief of Witchcraft, and the Laws againſt it, were only the Ef- I 


fects of Popery and Superſtition. 


It will not therefore be amiſs to ſatisfy the Reader in the i 


firſt Place of the true Meaning of that Act, as alſo of its Re- 
peal, and the Reaſon of more ſevere Laws being enacted a- 
gainſt Sorcery and Witchcraft ia the ſucceeding Reigns. 


In Nath. Bacon's Continuation of an Hiftorical Diſcourſe of the | 


Government of England, p. 257. ſpeaking of new Felonies 
made in the time cf Henry VIII. he 9 That among theſes 
Comuration or Witchcraft comes ſirſt; an old Felony in the Saxotis 


time, but ſince had gotten its Clergy for the ſpace of five hundred 


Years, and they it. . So that it ſeems this Statute was made to 


clip the Power of the Clergy, and take this Crime from un- | 


der their Cognizance, and bring it before the Civil Power. 


The Clergy had for ſome Handreds of Years condemned 


Witches as Hereticks and ApoRtates, and now the Laity were re- 
ſolved to take the Power of trying Witches into their own | 
Hands; fo that this plainly ſhews this Law to be ſo far from 


the Effect of Prieftcraft and Superſtition, that one Deſign of it ] 


was to leſſen the Power of the Church, by taking from 
it the Right of proceeding againſt ſuc Per ſo ns y Ec- . 
cleſiaſtical Cenſures, which then extended to Life, in ſome | 


Caſes, as this in Particular, which was puniſhed by Death as 
obſtinate Hereſy. But leſt it ſhould give.anyEncouragement to 


Practices of this Nature, they were made Felony, without 


2 


Benefit of the Clergy; and ſo were ſtill puniſhable as before 


with Death, only Sentence was pronounced in another Court 
of Judicature. Before this Power came to the Clergy, it had 
hen Felony, which ſhews the Senſe the Saxons had of it, and 
this Act makes it ſo again. Theſe Words, Or. for Deſpight of 
Chriſt, &c. are by no Means fairly repreſented by our Author, 
as the Reader may eaſily ſee by the Context, which runs thus, 
Be it enacted, &c. That if any Perſon or Perſons, after the firſt 
Day ef May next coming, uſe, deviſe, prattiſe, or exerciſe, or 
_ Cauſe ta be uſed, deviſed, gractiſed or exerciſed, any Invocations 
or Confurations of Spirits, Witchcrafts, Enchantments or Sorce- 


ries, to the Intent to get or find Money or Treaſure, or to waſte, © 


conſume, or deftroy any Perſon in his Body, Members, or Obods, 
7 ' or 


err 
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© relating to Capital Crimes. This Re 
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or to Perſon to unlawful Love, or by Occaſon or G- 
. 
or 0 up s, | 
Invocations, 8&e. Our Author in his — out of this 
Statute ſeems ly to have omitted the Words dig ap, 
* which are not for his purpoſe indeed, but help to give a 
Light into the true Meaning of the Clauſe he has inſerted in 


nis Preface, which indeed is this: The Witches of thoſe times 


uſed to dig ap. Croſſes, or pull em down, to make aſe of 
them in their Enchantments ; which is therefore forbidden in 
this Statute, for. the ſame Reaſon that raking up dead Mens 
Bones for Magical Uſes, is made Felony by 1 Jae. c. 12. as 
may appear more plainly by the Preamble to this Statute, of 


* which [am now treatiog 4, but for the ſake of Brevity, | refer 


the Reader to the Act it ſelf. Tis probable- that they made 
uſe of theſe Croſſes im Tonſe Ceremonies of Witchcraft, in 
which they might poſſibly burn or trample them under Foot, 
ot ſome other ways do deſpight to the Croſs of Chriſt. | 
This Act was afterwards repealed in an Act paſs d 1 Edw.VI, 
in which all Acts of Hemy VIII. making new Felonies or 
Freaſons, were annulled : Tis probable this was done at the 
Beginning of a new Reign, to-quiet the People, who had 
Rcaſon to be diſguſted at the Severity of ſome new Laws made, 
peal was alſo confirn'd 
1 Mar. in the Preamble to which the 2boveſaid Reaſon is to 
be found. And it is owing only to the Confuſion and Hurry 
of thoſe times, that no new Law was made againſt Witches 
before Queen Elizabeth's Reign; when there was great Oc- 
caſion indeed for ſuch a one, the Queen her ſelf being aimed 
at by the Wickedneſs of Sorcerers. - | 
In Order to ſhew the true Reaſon of making a new Law #- 
ainſt Witchcraft in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, I ſhall 
eave to tranſctibe a Paſſage or two out of Mr.Strype's In- 
rroductiem to the Hiſtory of the Reformation under Queen Eliz + 
beth. Page 6. he ſays, that * There were ſome ready obcl e 
* Popiſh Faction contriving Miſchief againſt the Queen,— y 
© dealing with ſome Conjurers, tocaſt their Figures to ca ca- 
© late the Queen's Life, and the Duration of her Govern- 
© ment, and the like. And after having related tc Procee: - 
ings _ ſeveral of theſe Conjurers, he goes on thus, p. 7. 
lis ſtrange to conſider how theſe Sorceries prevail'd a- 
© boat this Time, and ſo on for ſome of the firſt Years of the 
© Queen's Reign, and the Miſchiefs they did, and the Fears 
many good and ſober Men had of their b-witching the 


| © Queen her ſelf, This is evident fcom a Pillage in à ver- 


B 2 mon 
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mon of Biſhop Jewel's before the Queen; wherein he thus 
© addreſſeth himſelf to her: By the way to touch but a Word 
© or two of this. Matter, for that the horrible uſing of Tour poor 
* Subjetts enforceth thereunto. It may pleaſe Tour Grace to un- 
© derftand, that this kind of People, I mean Witches and Sorce- © 
© rers, within this few laft Years, are marvelouſly increaſed © 
© within Your Grace's Realm. Theſe Eyes have ſeen moſt vi- 
© dent and manifeft Marks of their Wickedneſs. Tour Grace: 
Subjects pine away even unto the Death, their Colour fade h, 
© their Fleſh rotteth, their Speech is benumbed, their Senſes are 
© bereft. Wherefore Your poor Subjects moſt humble Petition unto | 
©. your Highneſs is, that the Laws touching ſuch Malefattors may 
© be put in due Execution. For the Shoal of them is great, 
© their Doings horrible, their Malice intolerable, the Examples |. 
© moſt miſerable; and I pray God they may never practiſe fur- || 
© ther than upon the Subject. This I make no doubt was the 
© Occalion of bringing in a Bill next Parliament, for making 
5 Enchantments and Witchcraft, Felony, Thus far Mr. Srype. 
Having met with fo clear an Account of the Occaſion of the |: 
Act that paſs d 5 Eliz. againſt Witehcraft, I could not but 
inſert it ; | eſpecially ſince from the Quotation out of Biſhop 
Jewel's Sermon (beſides the great Weight of his Teſtimony to 
the Being and Power of Witches) there are two things of 
great uſe to be collected. 1. The Vanity of thoſe who pre- 
tend, that the Notion of Witchcraft owes its Improvement 
to Pop; Impoſtures, He being the great Champion of the Re- 
- formed; and, 2aly. We from thence plainly ſee, what ſort of 
Witches thoſe were, againſt whom the Law was made; not 
Fortune tellers only, but ſuch as afflicted and tormented the Bo- 
dies of their Fellow - Spbjects, ſometimes even unto Death. 
/ So that now I think nothing can be clearer than the Account 
of the Occaſion of this Law ; which I have the rather thought | 
it worth my while to enquire after, becauſe our notable Au- 
thor recommends ſuch an Enquiry ; thereby tacitiy implying | 
What even he was aſham' d poſitively to affirm, that it would 
make for his purpoſe.  _ 
In King James Reign, this Act was repealed by another 
to the ſame Effect, which is {till in Force. There was alſo | 
the ſame Reaſon for ſuch a Law in his Time, Who had him 
_ fetf been acquainted with ſeveral Inſtances of this Nature: 
One I ſhall iaſert, which happened in Scotland, ſeveral Years | 
before his coming to the Engliſh Crown. Ir is taken out of 
Archbiſhop Sporſwoea's Hiflory- of the Church of Scotland, 1 
Pp: 3 53. a 
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tors, woo had à Share in the Goods and Eſtates of Perſons jo 
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© Am, 1591, * Moſt of this Winter was ſpent in the Diſco- 
6 and Examination of Witches and Sorcerers. Amongſt 
© theſe, Agnes Simpſon (commonly called the wiſe Wife of Ken) 
© was welt remarkable ; a Woman not of the baſe and igno- 
© rant ſort of Witches, but Matron-like, grave, and ſettled 
© in her Anſwers, which were all to ſome purpoſe. In her 


Examination ſhe declared, That ſhe had a familiar Spirit, 


© who upon her Call did appear in a viſible Form, and reſolve 
© her of any doubtful Matter, eſpecially concerning the Life 
© or Death of Perſons lying ſick. And being ask'd, What 
© Words ſhe us'd when ſhe called the Spirit She ſaid her 
© Words were Holla Mat, and that he had learned her ſo 
to do. She further conſeſs d, That Earl Bothwell had moved 
©. her to enquire what ſhould become of the King, how long he 
© ſhould reiꝑn, and what ſhould happen after his Death; and that 
© the Spirit having undertaken to make away the King, after 
© he had failed in performing, and was challenged by her, 
© confels'd it was not in his Power, ſpeaking Words ſhe un- 


© derſtood not; but as ſhe did take them, the Words were, 


Al eſt homme de dieu. Richard Graham, another notorious 
* Sorcerer, being apprehended at the ſame time, made the 
© like Confeffion of Bothwell, which was the Cauſe of his 
© Commitment in April following. | | 

It ſeems ol oh Was — puniſhable with Death in 
Scotland, as appears by the Proclamation againſt Bothwel!, at- 
ter his Eſcape out of Priſon, in which he is charged wah his 
having conſulted with Witches and Necromancers for berea ing 
hu Majeſty of his Life, as was manifeſt by the 75 of fogie 
that had already ſuffered, and others yet alive who were ſhortly 
to be executed, ibid. p. 384. | | 

So that King James had Reaſon enough to paſs a ſevere L 
againſt Necromancers, as he did in the firſt Year of his Reigu 
in Eng land. | 

Before [ leave this Scotch Story, I cannot but take Noticæ 
what a convincing Proof here is, that evil Spirits are able to 
do nothing without the Divine Permiſſion, which our Auth 
ſo profanely laughs at. Here you fee Agnes Simpſon's Familfar 
confe ſſing, that although he had promis'd to make away the 
_ yet he had not Power to perform it, he being Il homme 
de di-u, a Man ol God, one more immediately under the 
Divine Protection; but more of this in its proper Place. 

Our Author ſays, though without any manner of Reaſon, 
That Witches were adjudg d Hereticks, and ſuffer'd as ſuch, 70 
eftabliſh the Dominion of the Pope, and the Profit of the Inqui/1 


on 


©. 


cordenned.... How far the Inguificors might; for the Lurre of 
Money, 80d dent Power, is beſides = pre Purpoſe to 
examine. 1, am ready enough to believe, were none of 
the faireſt and molt impartial Judges; but this 1 ſay, that 
Witches were juſtly deem'd as Hereticks and Apoftates, nor 
upon Account of the Gain that might thereby accrue to the 
Inguiſitors, but for a very good Reaſon, which our Author 
himſelf tells us, viz. Becauſe Witches had renounced their Bap- 
tiſmal Vow, and ador d Satan. A ſolid and ſubſtantial Reaſon; 
| I ſay, is here given, drawn from the very Nature of the 
; Crime adjudg'd to be Hereſy. How then could our Author; 
U with any Appearance of Candor or Ingenuity, affirm in the 

| very next Line, And this they did, viz. ſuppos'd Witches 
as Hereticks, to eſtabliſß the uſurp d Dominion of the Pope, &c.* |. 

If entring into a folemn League and Covenant with the 


4 Devil, if renouncing our Baptiſmal Vow, (which is atteſted 
[ y innumerable Confeſſions of Witches to be part of that 
Barchart) f this be not the worſt ſort of Apeſtacy, 1 know 


pot What cin be called ſo; and if it be, then certainly it may 


de condemn'd as ſuch, withov: the Imputation of Popery. of 


ip ition. And in this the Komuſo Inguiſitors have done no © 
| þ R what muſt be juſtified by the common Conſent of 
{ all good Wbriſtians, that believe there is any ſuch thing as en- 
tring into thele eee Conftederacies. 8 ; | 
The 1d Objectſon to the Impefſibility-of Witchcraft, ta- 
ken Notice ol in this Preface, is this: Others affirm, That the 
Records of Juſtice are full of Inſtances in all Ages of the Truth 
of Wuchcraft, which in theix Opinion amounts to 4 Demonſtra- 
tion: And how does he, to guiet the Minds of theſe, ſhew them 
how far of their Surmiſes are from any thing that bears the Face 
Reality, Which he very boldly promiſes to do? Why, he 
ys, Nothing of this amounts to a Demonſtration, becauſe, as 
Mr. Glanvil ſays, we are ignorant of the Extents and Bounds of 
Narres Sphere apd Poſſibilities, and Judges may have ſuffer'd 
themſelves to be impoſed upon by falſe Wimeſſes, may have con- 
demn'd innocent Perſons, tor Facts impoſſible to be done, or upin 
the Teſtimony of pretenacd Witch-fmders; and laſtly, Judge: 
themſelves are not infallible; and can all this amount to a De- 
monſftration ? This is the Sum of his Argument, which yet [ 
maſt rel} him proves nothing at all, unleſs he can make it 
appear, that all Judges, who have condemned Witches, have | 
been ſo impoſed upon; all Wuneſſes againſt em, forſworn; 
all the ſtrange Actions imputed to em, impoſſible to be per- 
form'd with the Afſiftance of an evil Spirit; and a the Judges > 
in theſe Cales to have been as ignorant, as thoſe who "— 30 
miiicat: 


| 5 7 
municated the Biſtop of Mentz. for believing there were Anti- 
of podes ? And yet this, as heceſlary as it — to ma ke his Argu- 
0 ment avail any — the Judgment of Men of Senſe and 
of Reaſon, he does not ſo much as preſume to affirm. If any one 
rt ol the many thonſand Stories of Witchcraft, if any ene of the 
»P Z Confeffions of the Parties accuſed be true, then that rs a De- 
& monſl ration, and all the reſt may be ſo, notwithſtanding any 
2» ——thinghere ſaid againſt it. Altho' for my Part I am very read 
p- tao allow, that there have been many Impoſtures of this Kind, 
but this can never prove, that there is no ſuch thing as Truth 
n& in other well atteſted Relations, ſince it is rational to believe, 
rz hat all Errors take their Original from ſome Truths, which 
he they endeavour to mimick. 5 | 
Since our Auther had promis'd in his Title-page, to confute 
aud eæpoſe the Depaſitions againſt Jane Wenham, it was but rea- 
he > ſonable to expect ſome Performance of this Promiſe to the 
ed World; but inſtead of that, he ſhoffles us off with the follow- 
at ing Excuſe. 7 fpould here (ſays he) according to the Deſire of 
mw | ſome Perſons, enter into the Merits o k i ſeveral Depoſitions that 
are inſerted at large in the full and 1mpartial Account, "which are 
Sixteen in Number; but out of ReſpeFt to the Sacred Habits which 
Jo of THEM wear, and the Incapacities of the other Fourteen, 
" diſmiſs em to their reſpective Apartments, with no further. Re- 
” marks, than that the Inconſiſtencies which they are guilty of, ſhew 
they ſtand very much in Need of Ref, &c. Theſe are his very 
Words, which how to make Senſe of, I muſt own my ſelf at a 
| Loſs. What does he mean by Twoof the Depoſirzons wearing 
Sacred Habits, and the Incapacities of the other Fourteen ? Or 
how can he evade the Charge of writing downright\Non-ſerſe, 
where Nothing but ſtrong Cynfutation was expetted? Lo- 
ever, | will take no farther Advantage of this horrid Blunder, 
and will ſuppoſe he meant the Wirneſſes, Two of which be 
vouchſa fes to ſpare, upon Account of their Cloth, and the o- 
thers he flights for their Incapacities. But being my ſelf One 
of the Fourteen whoſe Incapacitie he fo much contemns, and 
whoſe Inconjiſtencies, he is pleas d to ſay, hem they very much 
Hand in Need of Reft, | think my elf oblig'd to challenge him 
before all the World, to be as good as his Word, to cenfure 
and expeſe theſe Depoſit ions, as he has engap'd to do, and ſhew 
the Inconſiſtencies of them, or elſe publickly to beg Pardon for 
the Banter he has put upon the Werld, by pretending in his“ 
very Title-page to do what he has not lo much as 'attempred to 
perform in his Books, and what ſince he has vt done, he muſt 
not take it ill, if I tell him plainly he cannot du. And fo much 
bor this idle Preface, Let us ſce Whether he Will'acquit him- 
:com- (elf any better in bis Book, = | 'Tis 


0 
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"Tis now grown very faſhionable among thoſe who either 
advance new Opinions, againſt the general Senſe of the Pious 
and Learned Part of the World, or endeavour to deſtroy the 
old ones embrac'd by them, to begin with finding Fault with 
the Tranſlation of the Bible now in Uſe; and they think, that 
dy crying out againſt this Tranſlation, they may eaſily get 
ever any Scripture that lies in their Way, to which they are 
not a little encourag'd, both by the Eaſineſs of thus evading 
Objections they could not otherwiſe anſwer, and a certain 
Vanity of Temper, by which they pleaſe themſelves with fan- 
cying that by this Means they ſhall ſeem more Learned than 
their Fathers that went before them. And thus it ſeems it is 
with our Author, inſtead of ſtating the Caſe fairly to his Rea · 
der, or endeavouring to prove the Impoſſibility of Witchcraft 7 
After ſhewing his Manners by ſcoffing at Sir Henry Chauncy for 
committing Fane Werham to Goal for Witchcraft, producin 
a Scrap of Latin out of Cicero to ſhew his Learning, p. 1. an 
wondering with himſelf at the Superſtition and Credulity 
of the World concerning the Actions of Witches, he denies, 
that there are any Examples of their prodigious Power other than 
in Heathen Fables, or that it has any Foundation in Holy Scri 
ture, and comes „lap d aſb upon our Tranſlators in theſe Words, 
Þ. 2: Tis true, our Tran/lators of the Bible, in the 18th Chapter 
of Deateronomy, call a CONFECTURER an ENCH ANTER, 
which why they ſhould, I cannot at all imagine, there being not 
the leaft Hint of ſuch a Signification in the Hebrew Word MAluv- 
KESH, which is far better render'd in the Old Tranſlation, A 
REG ARDER OF THE FLYING OF FOWLS, for that is 
the Truth (Now for a wonderful Diſcovery ! ) tho' it be not 
ALL the Truth, The Flight of Fomis being but one Way of many 
which the Conjecturers made uſe of. 
In anſwer to which, firſt craving Leave (with Submiſſion 
to this Author's profound Skill in Hebrew) to read the Word 
um, [ Menaceſh) upon the Authority of the Learned Dr. 
Henry More, from the ſame great Man, in his Poſtſcript to a 
Letter prefix'd to the 2d Edition of Mr. Glanvil's Sadduciſmus 
Triumphatus, p. 24. I lay firſt, That it will be readily allow'd 
me, that a Charmer and an Enchanter is all one; ſo that it it 
{ignifies a Charmer, the Buſineſs is done. Now Dr. More ſays, 
That this Word Menaceſi may very well ſignifie Charmers, but 
ſuch properly, as Kill Serpents by their Charming, from [Na- 
chaſh] which ſignifies a Serpent, from whence comes [Nicheſþ] 
to kull Serpents, or make away with them. Dr. Aire gives 
this Reaſon for his Opinion, That a Verb in Pihel, ſometimes 
(eſpecially when it is form'd from a Noun) has a contrary Sig- 
| nification; 


— 


128 


E ©®a a #©&= -. 


* Deal of Skill and Depth of Judgment; in our Englifo 
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niſication; of which he pn ſeveral Inſtances, for which 
I refer the Learned r (and my Author if he can read em 

o the Book it ſelf; and concludes his Argument in the 

Words. And therefote there ſeems to have been a great 
ran- 
ſlators that render [Menageſh} an Enchanter, eſpecially whep 
that of Augur or ' South-fayer, Which the Septuagine call 
Olle vo, might ſeem leſs ſuitable with this black Lift, 


r there being ſo many harmleſs Kinds of it; for there is no 


ſuch Abomination in adventuring to tell, when the wild 

© Geeſe fly high in great Companies, and caekle much, that 
hard Weather is at hand. But to rid Serpents by a Charm, 

© is above the Power of Nature ; and therefore an Indication 
of one that has the Aſſiſtance of ſome inviſible Spixirs to aſſift 
© him in this Expleit, as it happens in ſeveral others; and 
© therefore this is another Name of one that is really a Watch. 
ide More's Peſt ri pt, p. 24. TH en 0 
I have here produced both Reaſon and great Authority for 
the preſent Tranſlaticn of this Text, which I have done meer- 
ly out of Reſpect to the reſt of ny Readers, it being more than 
my notable Antagonift delerves, who gives only his bare Say-ſs, 


for what he alledges, and therefore might well enough be an- 


ſwer d thefame Way; but tho'-F have no great Reverence for 
him, I think it mine and every Writer's Duty to have a great 


"Regard and Reſpect for the impartial Reader; and therefore 


1 ſhall proceed to examine his next. peſitive Affirmation againſt 
our Tranſlators, it is this, p. z. S IX 

& Aſecond Miſtake of our Tranſlators in the ſame Chapters, 1 
their calling a Miracle-monger a WITCH: The Hebrew Word 
* & MICKSHAPH, which the Se<ptuagint renders by the 
Greek Word vdeper'}, meaning an I[MPOSTOR, not a Poi- 
« ſoner. For it is ridiculous to thuſt, That Pharaoh's Magici- 
*© ans, Jezebel the Queen, and King Manaſſes, did exerciſe the 
« Art of Poiſoning. Thus in the 18th Chapter ef the Revelations, 
« and the 234 Verſe, the Word vas uaxciu is neither taken for 
« WITCHCRAFT or Poiſons, but for 4 tho our Tran- 
* /lations have tendred it WITCHCRAET. 5 

Aſter again taking Leave to read this Hebrew Word diffe- 
rently from my Author, but agreeably to Dr. More, and all 
others I ever met with but himleif, [ Mecaſſeph] l obſerve, that 
he is angry at our Tranſlators, for rendering the Greek Word 
$2enay -u Witch, which he in one Line calls a Adiracle- mon; er, 
and after 2 or ; more he would have it not a Foiſoner, as 
the Latin Word Yeneficus implies, but an Impaſtor. Now if 


this profound Cririck has not two d _ Meanings, and be any | 
A | Ways 


® 

ways conſiſtent with himſelf, he allows this Impoftor to be al- 
{oa Miracle-monger, that is, one who carries on his Impoſture, 
by doing Wonders, a Miracle-working, or to keep to his own 
polite Expreſſion, a Miracle- monging Impoſtor Now the Work» 
ing of Miracles in the loweſt Acceptation of the Words, im- 
plies doing ſomething beyond the uſual Courſe of Nature, which 
cannot be done without the Aſſiſtance of ſome inviſible Being, 


Good or Evil; Good it cannot be, becauſe ſuch Wenders are 
expreſly forbidden to be done b Holy Scriptures; ſo that it 


muſt be an evil Spjrit, by whoſe Power thele firange Things 


are done; and copkquently he or ſhe, who makes uſe of this 
Spirit in working Wonders, comes within the Definition of 
a Witch, Which I have laid down, p. 29. (Of Witchcraft far- 
ther Diſplay'd) Viz. One who by open or ſecret League conſenteth 
to uſe the Aid and Aſſiftance of an evil Spirit in working Mon- 
ders, beyond the ordinary Poner of Nature. So that our Au- 
thor is trapp d in his own Words, and brought to a Confeſſion 
before he is aware of it. | : 

But as Jane Wenbam, when ſhe found ſome Days after her 
Confeſſion, that it was like to be made uſe of againſt her, fell 
ro Equivocations and Evaſions, endeavouring to retract what 
ſhe had ſaid, if poiſible; ſo does our Witch-Advocate, and 
ſays, p. 4. Nor let any one think, that for the N theſe 
COUNTERFEIT Miracles, they flood in Need of the Devil's 
Aſſiftance ;, for what they performed, either exceeded not the 
Compaſs of Human Art, altho miraculous in the Eye 7 the Vul- 
gar, or if it did, then it was not really perform d, but a meer 
Jugling Impofior. Such Kind of Juglers were thoſe who ſtood before 
Phataoh in Oppoſition to Moles and Aaron. But alas! this 
Evaſion will not ferve his Turn; for let us ſuppoſe with him 
for once, for Argument's Sake, that theſe Juglers, as he calls 
em, who ſtood before Pharaoh, did not really perform the 
Wonders recorced of them ; yet thus much he mult own, that 
by their jugling Impoſtares they impos'd upon the Eyes of all 
the Egyptian Spectators, and alſo of Moſes and Aaron, inſo- 
much that they mate all theſe Wonders appear to the Senſes to 
be really perform d. And is it poſlible ſo to delude the Senſes of 
innumerable SpeRators by any Human Art? ls it poſſible, I 
ſay, upon throwing down a Rod upon the Ground, to make it 
appear viſibly to be a Serpent, without the Aſſiſtance of a Dia- 
bolical Power ? Can any Legerdemain or Slight of Hand,. make 
the Waters ſeem to be Blood, and Legions of Frogs ſeem to come 
out of the Rivers upon the dry Land? And if not, this very De- 
geptio Viſis, this holding of Peoples Eyes, and ſet ming to do what 
# not done, is a Wonder perform d by Utchcraft ;, this Delu- 


on, 
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(1) 
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ſion, I fay, is — by Faſcinatiam and Aſſiſtance of the De- 
vil, agreeably to the Interpretation Aben Exra gives of the 
[ Mecofſephim) Qui mutant, & traniformant res naturales ad aſ- 

Fum oculi. / And that this is really meant not of your com- 
mon Juglers, who ſeem to eat Fire before a Company of Peo. 
ple at a Fair, but of ſuch who raiſe Magical. Spectres todeceive 


Men's Sight, is very evident, from Exod. 22. 18. Thou ſhalt not 


| ſuffer [Mecaſſephah] which we render 2 Witch, to live; which 


would be a barbarous and cruel Law againſt a poor German- 
Artift for his Legerdemain. So that now, I hope, I have made 
it plain; that altho' we ſhould ſuppoſe, (what I will by no 
Means grant) that the Magicians of Egypt did only impoſe 
upori the Sight of Pharaoh, Moeſes, and Aaron, yet it 
makes not in the leaſt for our Author's Purpoſe; his Afiracle- 
mongers are ſtill Witches. 

But, why may not the Greek Word'$dzuax@- be here 
render d any otherwiſe than an Impoſture? And Why muſt 
$aeuaxuas alſo ſignifie nothing but Impoſtures ? Why, we 
have our Author's Word for it, and he's a Man that ſtands up- 
on his Credit, and muſt and will be believ'd upon Honour. But 
alas! if he has no better Vouchers in other Matters, his Word 
will go but a little Way. What! None of the antient Au- 
thors to ſpeak one Word in his Behalf? Ne'er a Scrap of Greet 
or Latin, to ſhew that Hippocrates, Plato, Diaſcorides, Ariſ- 
tophanes, Theocritus, Galen, &c. were a Parcel of ignorant 
Block-heads, and underſtood not their own Language, when 
they moſt commonly uſed $«:uaxC- & varuartue, (alths ſome- 
times for a Poiſoner) for a Sorcerer, and $eeuaxde for Witch- 
craft, as has been copiouſly proved beyond Evaſion, by more 
than one that have written of Sorcery? Not one Witneſs to 
their Learning and Skill in Interpretation? Produce your 
Evidence for Shame, Sir, if you can, or you'll go near to be 
caſt by an Engliſb Jury. Why, Gentlemen, the Truth of the 
Buſineſs is, he has a little over · ſnot himſelf, as Men of Mettle 
and bright Parts will do now and then; Humanum eft errare, 
and ſono more of inis at preſent ; and ſince it is plain enoogh 
from what has been ſaid, that his Interpretation, tho allow d, 
will do him no Good, e'en let him peaceably enjoy it, whe- 
ther he can prove it or no. And proceed we now to the 3d 
Error, which he charges upon our Tranſlators, p. 3. 

The third Error of our Tranſlators is (\ays he) their 2 
a Conſulter with Oraclss, or Falſe Prophets, for a Conſulter wii 
familiar Spirits : In order to prove which, he tells us, That 
the Word [Obb] ſignifies in Scripture, ſometimes th: Gift of Ora- 
cling, and ſometimes the Perſon 14 has ſuch a GH. Ut Ione 
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( 12) 
alſo" a Bottle, &c. Vide locum, p. 5. The Sum of what hs 
would be at is, That the Sort of Diviners meant by the Hebrew 
Words, LShori - Obh] were ſome that made uſe of a Bottle, or 
hollow Trunk, to deliver their Oracles through, that their 
Voices might ſeem to be mort than Human, and very much 
their Tone muſt needs be alter'd thereby, eſpecially if they 
were in a Cave, or Room under Ground; when they made Anſwer 
10 Enquiries, Well, and what then? Why theſe were a Pack 
of cheating Impoſtures. How does he know that? Know it, 
why he proves it by Scripture; He ſays, Theſe Kind of cheat- 
ing Tricks are plainly alluded unto by the Prophet Iſaiah, in theſe 
Words, Thy Voie Hall be as an Oracler out of the Earth, and 
— Spe ech ſhall piep out of the Daft, p. 6. He . the Pro- 
et here chiefly hints at the Necromantick Oracler, or one that 
pretended to conſult the Dead : Who by himſelf, or his Confede- 
rate, did counterfeit a Poice like the pieping of a Chicken, that it 
might the more plnuſibly ſeem to be the ſmall Voice of a poor de- 
parted Ghoſt, ibid. Hey day! Piep like a Chicken, through a 
hollow Trunt, to imitate the ftill Voice of a Gh! This whole 
Paragraph is ſo obſcure, that 1 don't know where to find any 
thing that bares the Face of an Argument, which makes me, 
who'am not very inclinable to traſt him, apply my ſelf to the 
Text it ſelf, for his Meaning, and that of the Words. 
There are two Places in the Prophet aiah, which, I ſup- 
poſe, my Author has here in his Eye. The Firſt is, chap. 8. 
v. 19. Aud when they ſhall ſay unto you, ſeck unto them that have 
familiar Spirits, and unto Wizards that piep, and mutter, &c. 
Which the Septuagim renders thus, Zurtcars Tis ty ach 
») Tus d Ths Yig era, Tic Kivoneyiv)as, Gt, ch This nomia; 
gwynozorr, The Other is, that which, I ſappoſe, my Author 
quotes out of the old Tranſlation, as being more to his Pur- 
ſe, but ſtands thus in the New chap. 29. v. 4. Thou ſhalt 
peak out of the Ground, and thy Speech ſhall be low out of the Duſt, 
and thy Voice ſhall be as of one that hath a familiar Spirit ont of 
the Ground, and thy Spe ech ſhall whiſper out of the Duft, Thus 
render'd in the Septuagint, Y Tameww)nooyJoa «5 T Vr ot e 
cu, N etc THY Iv ö abyur Te u ⁰, i, tra A, br gere S 71) 
die W Qavii or, Y 6% 78 de N $071 os do):vire. Which two 
aces greatly illuſtrate each other, and confirm the preſent 
Tranſlation. The Word [Obh] ſays Dr. More in his Poltſeript 
above quoted, p. 28. ſignifies as much as PYTHO; as PYT HO 
alſo, rhough it took its. Name at firſt fron FT TAI V ATES, 
ſega fics no more than Spiritum Divinationis in general,” a Spirit 
that tells hidden Things, or Things to come. And (OL) and 
tho aife agree in this, that they both fignifie rather the Divinato- 
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| ry Spirit it ſelf, oy the Party that hath that Spirit. Bat here in 


Ll Oh} it being render d by the Septuagint, EY iber, 
10 is neceſſarily underſtood of the Spirit 1 45 — Pyr ho is, 
Acts 16. 16. if you read wife rave with Wasc Cauſabon, bue 
if ruhoyog, it may be underſtood either way. So ſar Dr. More, now 
the better to let my Reader underſtand how theſe 27% u 
of Belly Prophets, received and deliver'd their Oracles; and 
the Meaning of having a familiar Spirit out of the Ground, I 
will put him in Mind of a remarkable Circumſtance, concern- 
ing the Occaſion of the general Retort of the Heathen * World 


to the Oracle of Delphos, which will help very much to clear 


this Matter. Before the Oracle was fix d at Delpho:, the Place 


was a Common, on which Goats uſed to graze, in which was 4 


Den with a little Mouth at Top; and it was obſerv'd, that 


' When any of the Goats look'd into this Hole, they fell a skip 
ping and making an odd Noiſe, (which afterwards occafion'd 

8 to be reckon'd Brwutes of Divmation, to which Tertullian 

zlludes, cap. 23. of his Apologetick; when he ſays, 


(ſpeaking of Demons) & Capre divinare conſueverunt Cre. 


tas the Goat-head having taken Notice of this odd Phenemenor, 
went himſelf to the Place, and looking in, fell immediately a 


Propheſying, as did many others who went to viſit it; and 


ſome (ſays Tully) were ſtrangled, Terre Anhelitu, with the 
ſtrong Streams that came out of the Earth, Vide Diodor. 


Lib. 16. Upon this it was ſoon ſpread abroad, that there was” 


a Spirit of- Divination in the Place; upon which therefore th 

placed a Tripos, or Three-footed Stool, with a conſecrated Prieſt- 
eſs upon it, who receiv'd her Inſpiration from below, iu, 
T5 tein, and hence theſe Sort of Oracles were called 
: eluvler, as having a Spirit Which aſcended our of the 


round, into thei Bellies; and it is probable, that the Rea- / 


fon of the Name [Obh] which does indeed; as m 
ſays, ſometimes fignihe a . Bottle __ be taken from that 
Spirit which was in the Body of the arty, and ſwell'd it to 2 
Protuberancy, like the Side of a Bottle; and thoſe Words, 
Thy ſpeech thall be low out of the duſt, allude to the Whiſper of 
their Divining Spirit. Thus, I think, 1 have given a rational 
Account of the Meaning of the Text, fully juſtify'd the Tran- 
ſlators, and clear d the Expreſſion of Wizards pieping aud mut- 
judi 


tering, from the ridiculous Comment of this'mo cious 
Critick. *s 0 


Author 


* ah em 
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* Se My. Reeves's Notes on Tertullian's Apologetick, cap. 23. 
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I come dow to take à View of the firſt Particular our Au- 
thor pretends to prove, p. 6. Viz. That this ftrange Notion 
Witchcraft has its Foundation. in Heathen Fables. He tells us, 
That not only Min but Women have been famous for Propheſyingy 
whence they were called dagæ; as alſo for wonderful and mira- 
culous Exploits, whence they took the Name of Lamiæ or Vene- 
ficæ, they were call d Lamiæ from their Adventures among little 
Children. — And towards tht Bottom of Page 7. he ſays, They 


were ftiled 'VENEFICA, becauſe they were won't to make uſe 


Herbs, which they ſuppoſed had ſtrange Kind of Virtues in em, 

or with Herbs or 4525 they always acted. Well, and what 
3s all this but an Argument of the Antiquity of the Notion of 
Witchcraf ? And what does it prove, but that there were ſuch 


People formerly as well as now, becauſe the Heathens had 


Witches among them, as no doubt but they had, more than 
we have among us Chriſtians. What then ? Is the Notion it 
felt therefore fabulous and chymer ical, becauſe the Heathens 
had it?. Or is it not rather a ſtrong Proof of the Reality of 
the Being of Witches, that the Ancients not only believ'd 
there were ſuch Perſons, but alſo attributed the ſame Sort of 
Prattices to them, as the Witches of our Times have confeſs d 
themſelves to be guilty of, even to a nice and exact Agree - 
ment in many of the moſt minute Circumſtances, which our 
ſilly old Women can never be ſuppos d to have learned from the 
Greek and Latin Poets, Hiſtorians, or Philoſophers, whom they 
have hardly ever heard of? And rand lay, this Agree- 
ent between them is an Argument of the Reality of ſuch 
Performances ; let me mention but one Inſtance of this amon 
a Thouſand, which our Author himſelf puts me in mind YT 
by quoting the followingPallage, p. 19. out of Ovid's Epiſtles. 
It is, as he ſays, in Hypſipyle's Deſcription of Medea, among 
other Deſcriptions of the extraordinary Power of this natori- 
ous Enchantreſs ; this is one. | | 


Devovet abſentes, ſimulachraq; Cerea figit, 
Et miſtrum tenues in Jecur urget Acus. 


Thus render'd in Engliſb. 


In molten Wax, tho abſent, kills by Art, 
Arm d with her Needle, goars a tortur'd Heart. 


Now let ns compare this with Part of the Confeſſion of 
El:z.. Styles, confirm'd afterwards, by che Confetſion of Alice 
Dake, another of the ſame Ging, why were both of em iepa- 
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rately exdmin'd in 1664, before Robert Nin Eſq; 2 Juſtice of 
the Peace for Somerſerſhire, concerning this Way of itch- 
ing, dy ticking Needles into Images of Wax, in order to tor- 
ment thoſe who were repreſented by thoſe Images. Eliz. Sr 
after giving an Account of ſeveral Meetibgs of her ſelf 
others with the Devil, gives alſo an Account of ſeveral Images 
of Wax brought at ſeveral times to theſe Meetings, which 
the Devil, who uſed to be preſent in the Shape of a Black 
Man, would firſt take in his Arms, and give it a Name, 
thereby /mocking the Chriſtian Baptiſm; and ſpeaking af 
one brought to repreſent Elixabeth Hill, ſhe lays, they call'd 
it Elizabeth or Beſs: Then the Man in Black, this E xami- 
nant, Anne Biſhop, and Alice Duke ſtuck Thorns into ſeveral 
Places of the Neck, Hands, Wrifts, Fingers, and other Parts 
of the ſaid Picture. See the 24 Part of Glanvil's Saddw- 
ciſmus Triumphatus, p. 138. This Elizabeth Hil was an 
afflicted Child, ſuppos'd to be bewitch'd by this Woman, 
who confeſſes it, and that ſhe us'd the foregoing Means to 
torment the Child, which is exactly the ſame that the Poet ſays 
was us'd by the famous Sorcereſs Medea. Now if this Notion 
of Witchcraft were merely imaginary, and had not ſome real 
Foundation in Truth, how come theſe two poor old Women 
to agree ſo exactly with the Poet's Deſcription ? unleſs you'll 
fay they ſtole it from Ovid, to make part of a Confeſtion 
which coſt em their Lives. *Tis likely they thought they 
had made a new Diſcovery, which they had never lear- 
ned themſelves, but at theſe Diabolical Meetings. So that 
from hence I infer, that the Mention of Witches, and Witch 
craft in Heathen Writers, proves no more than that there were 
Witches among them, and is ſo far from proving the Notion of 
_—_— fabulous, that the Agreement of ſome of thoſe au- 
cient Rites and Ceremonies of Sorcery, with thoſe that by 
the Confe ſſion of our modern Witches, are now in Uſe, does 
rather prove, that this can be no imaginary Crime, for in no- 
thing is there greater Variety than in the fanciful Notions of 
melancholly Perſons, whereas Witchcraft has been in many 
Circumſtances the ſame in all Ages 1 

Our Author ſays, p. 8. As for the Incubi and Succubi Devils, 
it's manifeſt they had their Riſe from the Fables of ancient Heroe 
who were begotten from Conjunttion of the Deus with Hum 
Creatures. And this he makes a Cloak for the Adulteries of the 
Heathen Prieſts, who frequently lay with other Mens Waves, 
under Pretence that the Gods had vauchſaf'd them the Honour 
of their Company. A very cunning Contrivance this, and 
likely enovgh to be (ric bit altiough it be allowed, can 
niake 


(16) 
make nothi inſt. Witchcraft, as will plainly appear 
when we con 3 theſe Gods of the — were. 
They were not a whit better than Devils, as is abundantly 
proved in many of the Writings ot the ancient Fathers, and 
their Prieſts were Witches and Sorcerers; fo that inſtead of the 
Notion of Witchcraft owing its Riſe to Heathen Fables, it is 
very likely that thoſe very Fables owe their Riſe to Witch» 
craſt; I ſay, theſe Diabolical Practites gave Rife to the Notion 
of Heroes being begotten by Gods upon Women. Some of 
theſe falſe Gods did now and then defile ſome of their wret- 
ched Votaries, or at leaſt fo ſtrongly deceived their Imagina- 
tions, that they ſeemed really to perform.the Office of luſty 
Men or looſe Women. This Jin Martyr reproaches them 
with in his famous Apology for the Chriſfians, which I muſt 

Leave to quote _ Mr. Reeves's excellent Tranflation 
of that Apology, not having the Original by me: Page 21. 
Speaking of the Gods of the Heathens, he ſays, Verily I muſt 
tell you, that heretofore theſe impure Spirits, under various 
itiont, went into the Daughters of Men, aud defiled Boys, and 
dreſs'd up ſuch Scenes of Horror, that ſuch as-enter'd not into the 
Reaſont of Things, but judg d by Appearance only, ftood aghaft at 
the Spettres, and being ſhrunk up with Fear and Amazement, 
and never imagining them to be Devils, called them Gods, and 
#nvok'd em by ſuch Titles, as every Devil was pleaſed to Nick- 
name himfelf by.— And afterwards he ſays, We aver theſe Dæ- 
anons to be not only not good, but evil and abominable Spurits.— 
And for this worſhipful Reaſon it is, that we are byanded with the 
Name of Atheiſts. Here you ſee a great Authority for the 
Reality of that Circumſtance of Witchcraft, which relates to 
£arual Copulation with evil Spirits under Human Shapes, and we 
find that thoſe evil Spirits called themſelves Gods, and made 
themſelves be believ'd and eſteem d as {ſuch by thoſe they had 
to do with: So that from hence it plainly appears, this No- 
tion was ſo far from owing its Riſe to Fables, that it gave 
Birth to thoſe very Stories, ar was the omy Foundation they 
had in Truth, as all Fables have ſame more or leſ: 

As for my Author's ſecond Particular, which he takes upon 
kim to affirm, That this Notion of Witchcraft has been im- 
DN Papal Inquiſitors, and his #iftory of the Inguifirion 

r four Pages together, I ſhall only ſay, That as I have already 
ſhew:d, neither our Laws againſt Witchcraft, nor the Notion 
we have of jt, are owing to Popery : fo that although it may 
be true, that the Inquiſition have abuſed it to ſerve a Tarn, yet 
that is nothing at all to us, nor any more an Argunient againſt 
the Reality or Poſſibility of Witchcraft, than the . 
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Abuſes of many of the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, are 
a Proof of the Falſity of thoſe Doctrines, fince the beſt Things 


have been and may be abuſed. Paſſing by therefore his Ex- 


— the Inguiſitors, in which there 1s not any thing to the 
bo 


poſe, or worth Remark; let us ſee how he makes good 

his third Poſition, Namely, That a Witch is not to be found in 

Scripture. ' In order to which he produces three noble Argu- 

fel e only to be made ule of by ſuch a Champion of 
a Cauſe. — 

The firlt Argument (ſays he) p. 12. fall be taken from the 
Difference berween our vulgarly reputed Witches, and thoſe which 
our Tranſlators of the Bible call ſo. For whom, I pray, do our 
Tranſlators call Witches, but the Kings, and Queens, and Princes 
of the Earth, as alſo the Prieſts, Philoſophers: and Wiſe Men of 
this World ? Whereas the Witches now a- days are poor, filly, con- 
remptible People. Cloſe arguing this! Becauſe our Witches 
are not ſo rich and great as ſome formerly were, Ergo, the 
are not at all. But pray, Sir, Who told you that the Witc 
of Endor was a Queen or a Princeſs? Or that all thoſe that had 
Familiar Spirits and Wizards, whom Saul drove out of the 
Land, were at leaſt great Lords and Ladies. Methinks it was 
a little below her Highneſs the Princeſs of Endor, to take flower 
and knead it her ſelf, as we find ſhe did, 1 Sam. 28. 24. Surely 
the Perſons of Quality, eſpecially the Ladies, were very hum- 
ble and condeſcending in thoſe Days. For a Princeſs, not only 
to vrjngMicar and Drink before Saul, hut before his Servants too, 
as the Text ſays ſhe did! 'Tis as much as a Country Farmer's 
Wife will do nowa- days; and who would have thought, that 
the Devil ſhould teach Houſwifry and Humility to the Ladies. 
But the World grows wiſer every Day; witneſs this notable 
Diſcovery of our penetrating and jndicious Author, 

But what if-we grant, that there were indeed ſome Princeſ: 
ſes among the Witches, ſuch as Jezabel, and a King or Two 
that debaſed himſelf fo lo to confult with the Devil; 1 
know, there have been ſome In{}ances of this Nature. We 
have alſo heard of a Pope that wasa Wizard ; and there are 
too many Great Men nowWa. days that privately encourage 
Witchcraft. But what then? Becauſe there are ſome very 


great Rubbers, are there no little ones? Or becauſe our Laws 


give Noblemen the Privilege of being try d by their Peers for 
Witchcraft, therefore do they ſuppoſe*there are no poor 
Witches? Either of theſc Concluſions is as good as my Author's 
Argument, which he thinks (irong enough to prove a Nega - 
tive. Well! But if this Weapon will not knock us down, here - 
is another at will do the Buſineſs moſt effectually. 
D Page 


* 


* 
— * 


_ Page 13. The ſecond Argument ſyall be taken from the Saddu- 


ces, a famous Sect among the Jews, who deny d Spirits, and the 
Reſurrection of the Dead, yet had the Five Books of Moſes in 


high Efteem and 17 5 ; where fore, either they did not under- 


fand Hebrew, or if they did, the Notion of Witchcraft did not 
af pear in Moles, if this be once granted, &c. Hold! not fo 
faſt, you may ſave your ſelf the Labour of ſetting up a Man of 
Straw ; to tell you in the next Lines, the Sadducees did not 
underſtand Hebrew, that you might have the Honour to con- 
fute him; and be pleas'd to confider, that the Sadducees, in de- 
nytig the Being of Spirits, deny'd alſo that of Angeli; for 
what is an Angel but a Spirit ? So that your Argument is as 
ſtrong againſt the Being of Angels, as Witches. Now the 
Appearance of Angels is often mention'd in the Five Books of 


Moſes ; as for Inſtance, An Angel appears to Hagar, Gen. 16. 


Three in the Shape of Men to Abraham, Gen. 1%. Two in the 
like Shape to Lot, Gen. 19. Another calls to Hagar, Gen. 21. 
17, And ſo does one to Abraham, Gen. 22. An Angel appeared 
to Moſes in the Buſh, Exod. 3. An Angel went before the Camp 
of Iſrael, Exod. 14. An Angel met Balaam, Numb. 22. 80 
that if this Argument be of any Weight, it alſo proves, that all 
thoſe Words rendred by Angel, are falfly tranſlated, as well 
as thoſe which mention Conſulters with familiar Spirits, And 
Mit proves any thing, it proves too much, but in truth it 
proves nothing. The Sadducees were like our modern Secta. 
ries, who pretend a much greater Reverence for the Scriptures 
than they have; andeven the very Ouakers come behind none 
of the reſt in their pretended Reverence for the Scriptures. 
And yet it would be Madneſs thence to infer, that there is no 
ſuch thing enjoyned in the New Teſtament, as the Adminiftra- 
tion of the two Sacraments, becauſe they who deny the Uſe 
and Neceſſity of the Sacraments, pretend to a high Efteem and 
Regard for the Bible, Aud yet Iappeal to any ſenſible Reader, 
whether ſuch an Atgument is not every- whit as ſtrong, as this 
my Author brings, to prove, there is no ſuch thing as 
Witch in Scripture. | 
fis third and laſt Argument, p. 13. is taken from the diffe- 
rent Practices aſcrib d unto our vulgarly ſuppos d Witches, and ti 
theſe in our own. Tranſlation of the Bible. For our modern Witcht: 
' pratti/e a ſecret occult Art, and it requires great Skill to diſcoun 
them, by ſeveral ftrange Signs and Tortures : But thoſe whom on 
Tranſlators call Witches in the Bible, were ſuch as practiſed wha 
they did qpeniy, and in the Face of the World, making Profeſſin 


- of eir Art, which was the counterfeit Art of Propheſying, ani 


warking AMracles, This, 1 confels, is a little 3 5 
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People ſhould be ſo bare-fac'd, as pablickly to own, and open- 


in ly practiſe a Crime, puniſhable with Death by the Laws. But 
- how does he prove it? Why we muſt e'en take his Word for 
ot it, he does not offer to bring the leaſt Shadow of an Argu- 
ſo ment, unleſs any one ſhould think that conjectures of a pre- 
of | tended Impoſſibility of Saus driving them out of the Land, 
ot | unleſs they practis d openly, to be an Argument; and as for 
on- that Fancy of his, this is a ſufficient Inſtance of the contrary, 
de- that notwithſtanding all his Care, he could quickly hear of 
for one that had a familiar _ when he had Occaſion for it. So 
; as that all his Severity could not entirely drive Witches and'Sor- 
the cerers out of the Country. By which Expreſſion is only meant 
of his doing all that lay in his Power, to extirpate all Sorcerets; | 
16. not that there was ne'er a one left, which is falſe in Fact, for ; 
the there was one at Endor. See to what pitiful Shifts and far 
21. Fetches- is our Author reduced to ſupport his Cauſe. But | 
red alas! Theſe Arguments, I hope, I have ſufficiently ſhewn not { 
amp to be ſtrong enough to prove, there is no ſuch thing as a Witch 
do to be found in Scripture, | 
t all Yet as little as can be gather'd from this Witch-Advocate's 
well 8 three Arguments, to prove there is no ſuch thing as a Witch 
And F in Scripture, in his Opinion they amount to a Demon- 
th it W ſtration 4 and therefore he confidently makes uſe of that as his 
ecta· ¶ firſt Argument, to prove, That there is no ſuch thing as a Witch 
ture: at all, p. 14. But J ſhall take no Notice of what follows, in 
none anſwer to thoſe who will by no Means allow this Silence of 
ares. the Scriptures to be a concluding Argument, becauſe, I hope, 
is no | have fully made it appear, by my - Vindication of the Tran- 
iſtra - flation of the Bible, and the ſhort Anſwer I have given to his 
_ Uſe three foregoing Arguments, That notwithſtanding all that he 
n and has alledg d, the Scriptures do expreſſy mention Witches, and 
ader, ¶ ſeverely threaten them, ſo that I find my ſelf at Liberty to ex- 
is this amine his ſecond Reaſon-allegdg'd, to diſprove the Being of 
as 2 Witches. I argue (ſays he, p. 15.) from the miſerable 8 
of our vulgarly reputed Witches, that they are wrongfully accuſed, 
diffe- and wonders, that if they have ſuch Power with the Devil, 
and ti they never command him to fetch them Money or Bread. 
Virche! ſj This Argument, if he had brought to prove (as I have already 
core laid more at large, p. 34. of Witchcraft 3 diſplay d) that 
om o the Polity of Hell is unknown to us, and that we caungt hate 
d whey any certain Knowledge of the Terms of the Covenants made 
ofeſſu between Witches and their Familiars, or the Extent of Power 
2, ani they are allow'd over him, then indeed it would: prove his. 
e, tha Point, but it argues-nothing more. Beſides, the Devil, as 
People forward as he is in f 


Promiſing, is not fo ready at . 
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he is the Father of Liars from the Beginning, and generally 
pays his Slaves but very bad Wages. It is farther to be urg d, 
that theſe Sort of Contracts with the Devil, are made by thoſe 
who call upon him, and invoke his Aſliſtance, to enable them 
to hurt a Neighbour upon ſome Provocation reteiv d; and 
while they are thus drunk with Malice, and an inſatiable De- 
fire of Revenge, tis very probable, they think no farther at 
preſent, thanof gratifying their Revenge, and forget to put 
any other more advantageous conditions into their Bargain, 
and the Devil ſcorns to be better than his Word. Add to this. 
That the Devil does take care to let em enjoy ſome lower and 
viler Degrees of Pleaſure in thoſe merry Meetings, which al- 
molt al} Witches give an Account of, in which they ſing and 
dance, and regale themſelves with Wine, or good Beer, and 
Cakes, or ſometimes daintier Victuals. Many of theſe 
Witches have been very confident, that they have been actu- 

ally preſent in their Bodies at thoſe Feaſts; fo that tho' they 
have not had Money, they have enjoy'd what ſuch wretched 
Creatures prefer to ir, the Gratification of their ſenſual Appe- 
tites and carnal Luſts; which is the chief End they. would put 
their Riches to, had they never ſo much; ſo that what Need 
have they of Money, when they have that which they would 
before any thing elle purchaſe with it? As for the Obje&ion, 
that theſe S are only imaginary, if it be ſo (which is 
queſtion'd by ſome) yet that does not alter the Caſe, fince ſo 
ſtrong is the deluding Operation of the Devil upon their Ima- 
ginations, that they believe all theſe Pleaſures to be real, 
and are conſequently as well fatisfy'd with them, as if they 

were fo. ö 
In the third Place, my Author charges thoſe who maintain 
there are Witches with Irrationality or Impiety, p. 16. A 
heavy Charge this, if it were but ſufficiently prov'd : but how 
does he make it good? Why, he proves 'em Irrational thus: 
*Tis irrational to think, that the Devils are Ceatures full of Ma- 
lice, ana breathing _—_ but Miſchief againſt the whole Race 
of Man, AND THAT THEY ſuffer a Man to live; when 
they can. ſo eaſily kill us at the Command of a Mitch. Which 
Sentence is very dark and obicure, if the Author means any 
thing at all by ir. Let's try it we can come at. the Meaning 
of it: It i irrational to think the Devils are full of Malice; 
how ! That's ſhocking indeed; and I muſt do my Author the 
Jaſtice to own, that, | think, he does not mean, that the 
Devils are not full of Malice: but what then does he mean ? 
I would ſuſpe& ſome Miſtake of the Preſs, and read it thus, 
Jis irrational to think, that the Devils, who are full of Malice, 
| | c. 
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c&c. But then here my Author muſt be corrected again, and no 

leſs than three Words in the next Line or two blotted out, tc» 

make him ſpeak Grammar. However, with his good Lea 

I will venture to correct his Text in both Places, and reac 

him thus: 'Tis irrational to think, that the Devils, who are 

Creatures full of Malice, and breathing nothing but Miſchief 
ainſt the whole Race of Man, (dele and that they, & perge) 

fer a Man to live, &c. Now, | think, I have made my At- 

thor ſpeak Engliſh, and. ſet his Argument in its true Light. 


But dow I mult offer in Arreſt of the Sentence of Irratiunali- 


ty juſt paſting upon me, who profeſs my ſelf to believe thut 
there d Witches, the following Plea ; which, if my Author 
will not accept, I bope my impartial Reader will. If it is ra- 
tional to believe, that there is an ver · ruling Power, of greater 
Might than all the Devils in Hell put together, and that chis 


over-ruling Power does actually protect as from the Power of 


the Devil, then tis not irrational to think the Malice of Hef 
does not deftroy us all, becauſe it cannot do us any harm wiith- 
out the Divine Permiſtion ; but there is ſuch a Power, ergo 
it is not irrational to conclude that the Devils do not deſtroy 
us all. On the contrary, I fay, tis irrational to conclucle, 
that the Divine Providence having taken us into his Pro te- 
ction, and being able to preſerve ns, ſhould not do it againſt 
all the Spite and Malice of Hell, except now and then, when 
for wiſe Reaſons God ſhall think fir to permit it. 

Bat here we are met with again, and ftriving to avoid the 
Scylla of Irrationality, are dau by our Author upon the Cha- 
rybas of Impiety. But if you evade this (ſays he) by ſayi 
the Devils cannot hurt us without the divine Permiſſion ;, then, 
ſay, tis impious to concern the great God with * "Tis 
true indeed he may ſend Death and Diſeaſes amongſt the Sons of 
Men —_— them for their Sins at his own Pleaſure, but i hat 
he ſhould do jo at the Deſire of the Devil, at the Command of 4 
Witch, is ſuch a Gratification of Malice, as ts far from G d to 
permit. If in Anſwer to this we offer to mention the Hilil-ory 
of Job, as an Inſtance of God's permitting Satan to a1 Hic 
that good Man, our Mouth is preſently ſtop'd by the Au tho- 
rity of Calvin, who ſays, God does not permit, but or ders 
and determines the Actions, not only of Devili, but wiz:ked 
Men, affirming, That if Aſſes could ſpeak, they would | peak 
wiſer than thoſs Men, who talk of God's Permaſſion after this 
Rate. But with Submiſſion to Great Mr. Calvin and Little 
Mr: Impoſſibility, 1 ſay, it is impious to atfirm, that God pre- 
determines the Actions of wicked Men or Devils; for _ 

* * - 2 
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makes God the immediate Author of all the Sin and Evil that 


has bappen'd ſince the Beginning of the World; fince what is 


abſolutely decreed to be, muft accordingly come to paſs, and 
ſo the Freedom of Man's Vill is taken away, and with it the 
Juſtice of Almighty God, in rewarding or puniſhing either Men 
or Angels, for conſtantly adhering to his Service, or ſhamefully 
apaſtatixing from their Duty to their Creator, But I refer 
my Reader for the horrid Conſequences of this Doctrine to ſo 
many of our famous Divines, that have written againſt this 
damnable Nation of God's predetermining the Actions of Men 

or Devils; and obſerve, that our Solution of theſe Phænomena 
of Witches, from the Doctrine of the Divine Permiſſion, is 
not liable to the ſame ill Conſequences, becauſe this implies 
notaing but a temporary Suſpenſion of the Interpoſition of Di- 
vine Providence, for ſome wiſe and good Ends, by which the 
Devil finds himſelf at Liberty to do the Miſchief he intended 
which he could not do, if Providence oppos d. The like may 


be {aid of the Actions of wicked Men; none of whom could. 


ever be able to hurt a Neighbour, if Providence at the fame 
time actually interpoſed to hinder them; but nevertheleſs, if 
Providence does not fo interpoſ?, the Crime is juſtly charge- 
able upon them, for God is not oblig d to protect us againſt 
either Men or Devils, but when he pleaſes: So that God thus 
nitting Witchcraft, that is, not inter poſing to hinder, does 
ho means by ſuch a Permiſſion concern himſelf as an Agent 
in it; and conſequently thoſe who ſay the Devils cannot hurt 
us without the Divine Permiſſion, are not guilty of the Im- 
piety · of concerning Cod with Witchcraft. 
The laſt Argument my Author produces againſt the Being 
of Witches, is as follows : Zaftly, ſays he, p. 17. The Vanity 
and Fulſenef, of their Opinion, who believe there are Mitches, 
ars from nothing more thn from this, That it aſcribes unta 

the Devil an Ommipotent Power ;, inſomuc h that wo Rational Man, 
by the Light of Reaſon, ſhall be able to tell from the Hiftory of 
the oſpel, whether our Saviour himſelf were a Witch or no. As 
to the firſt part of this Objection, That the Belief of Witch- 
craft aſcyibes unto the Devil an Omnipotent Power; I deny that this 
Opinion implies any ſuch thing, as an Omuipotint Power cf the 
Devil. It does indeed ſuppole the Devil to be a Spirit of great 
Power and Might; and, as the Scripture calls him in one 
Senſe, the God of this World, and Prince of the. Poner of the 
Air. We allow the Devil and his Angels the Power of inflict- 
ing Diſeaſes upon our Bodies, and railing extraordinary Com- 
moti ons ig dur Souls, Which the Devils may da by 1 
OF ATA Means, 
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Means; only heightned and improved beyond the Reach, of 
any human Art; but yet we do not allow this Power to be 
infinite, no, we all along ſay tis limited and conſin d by the 
only Great and Omnipotent God, who ſtill holds the Reins 
in his own Hands, and will not ſuffer their Power to extend 
farther than he ſees it expedient in his great Wiſdom. Beſides 
we ſay alſo, that there are ſome things of ſo difficult Perfor- 
mance, that it is impoſſible for the Devil to effect. Thus we 
read, Exod. 8. 18, 1. That all the Art and Power of the 
Magicians: of Egypt could not turn Duft into Lice, though it 
could. do many other wonderful things, ſuch as turning the 
Waters into Blood, and bringing Frogs upon the Land ; bat this 
| it ſeems was paſt the Devil's Skill ro enable thoſe Sorcerers to 
| perform 3 it exceeded their Ability, (as Dr. Barrow obſerves, 
| ol. II. of bis Works, p. 282.) to prepare or diſpoſe ſo much 
Duft for the Reception of Sauls, and to fn 0 Souls 
for the Duſt 5 whence they were forced to confeſs 1 that Miracle 
done by Moſes, This is the Finger of God. So that here is a 
plain Demonſtration, that the Power of the Devil, although 
it be ſuppos d to be ſo great, as to do very extraordinary 
things, yet cannot from thence be concluded to be unlimited. 
4 This Power of the Devils over both our Bodies and Souls is 
5 exprefly mention d by Tertullian in his Apologerick, cap. 22. 
5 ſpeaking of evil Spirits, he ſays, Operatio eorum eft hominis 
O e verſio, fic malitia ſpiritalis a 3 auſpicata eſt in hominis 
˖ et 
4 
- 


exitium, itaq, corporibus & valetudines infligunt, & aliguos ca- 
ſus acerbos; anime vero repentinos, & extraordinarios per vim 
exce(ſus , ſuppetit ills ad utramque ſubſtantiam hominis adeundam 
ſubtilitas & tenuitas ſua, &c. Thus very well render'd by 


N Mr. Reeves : Ihe Ruin of Mankind is. their whole Employment; 
y theſe malicious Spirits were bent upon Miſchief from the Begin- 
A ning, and fatally auſpicious in their firſt Attempt, in undoing 
a Han as foon as he was made; and in like manner they prattife 
1 the ſame deſtructive Methods upon all his Poſterity, by inflkt- 
pf ing Diſeaſes upon their Bodies, and ſtirring up ſudden Tempeſts 
8 and preternatural Emotions in the Soul; and they are fitted by 
J- Nature for both theſe kinds of Evil, the Subtlety and Fineneſs 
is 7 their Snbſtance giving them an eaſy Acceſs to Body and Soul 
e oth. And yet for all this Acknowtedgment of the great 
at Power of the Devil, we ſhall by and by find Tertullian boaſt- 
1e ing of the greater Power 0. the Name of Chriſt in caſting 
ve him. out of thoſe whom he had poſſeſſed; ſo that he, it 
r- ſcems, believed the Devil to have this greab Power, and yet 
u- to be far from Oumipotent. Before | leave this Voint, I will 
al (ragſcribe one Paſſage more out of the next Cha pier * the 
5, - | | fam: 


unn 
ſame Apology, which will fhew, that he is of Opinion that 
the Devil exerciſes this his Power at the il and Command of 
Magicians and Sorcerers : Porro fi & magi phantaſmata edunt, 
jam deſunctorum inclamant ami ma, fi pueros in eloquium Ora- 
culi elidunt, ſi multa Miracula circulatoriis Preftigus ludum, fi 
Sonmia immittunt, habentes ſemel invitatorum Angelorum, & 
Daemonum. aſſiſtemem ſibi poteſt atem per er & capre & men- 
fe di vin are conſurverunt, quamo magis ea Poteſtas de ſuo arbitrio, 
& pro ſuo negotio ftudeat totis Viribus operari quod aliena preftat 
Wegotiationi ? Thus tranſlated by the Learned Gentleman juſt 
quoted, Moreover if Magicians do ſet before their Eyes a Scene 
of Spettres, and by their black Arts or direful Forms in Necro- 
mant y call up the Souls of the Dead; if they throw Children into 
Convulſions, and awhile after make em vent the Fury in Oracles; 
if by their jugling Wiles they delude the Senſes with Abundance of 
moc Miracles, and injett Dreams in Dead of Sleep, by firſt in- 
voking the Aſſiſtance of their Angels and Dæmont, by whoſe Sophi+ 
ftry even Goats and groaning Boards are wont to divine If then 
theſe Evil Spirits will do ſo much at the Impulſe of Men, what will 


They not do by their own Impulſe, and for their own Intereſt ? &c. 


So Minucias Felix in his Ottavia's, that other famous Apolegy 
for the Chriſtians, pag. 49. Edit. Cantab. Magi guog; non tantum 
ſciunt Damonas, Fog etiam quicquid Miraculi ludunt, per Dæ- 
monas faciunt : illts aſpirantibus & infundentibus pr aftigias edunt : 
vel que non ſunt videri, vel que ſunt non videri. Thus engliſh'd 
by Mr. Reeves. The Magicians alſo are not only ſenſible of Dæ- 
mont, but all the ſtrange Pranks they play are perform d by De- 
mont. "Tus they who give that Efficacy to Enchantments. as to 
make 7Aen ſee Things which are not, and not to ſee Things which are. 
From which Places I conclude, that I have the Authority of 
theſe two great Champions of the Chriſtians, againſt the Con- 
ſæquence my Author draws from the Belief of Witchcraft, that 
then muſt of Neceſlity be aſcrib'd to the Devil an O-mipotent 
Power; for we ſee theſe great Apologiſts a little after, tri- 
umphing and exulting upon Account of the Power the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians had over Evil Spirits, which I ſhall make Part 
of my Reply to the laſt Clauſe of the Objection, Vix. That 
no Man can know by the Light of Reaſon, whether our Saviour 
Chriſt was a Witch or no. | | 
For how can it be imagin'd, that our Saviour Chriſt per- 
form d his miraculous Works by the Aſſiſtance of the Devil, 


when the whole Tenour of his Proceedings was directly le- 


vell'd againſt the Kingdom of Darkneſs, when he caft aut De- 
vile, both out of the Bodies and Souls of Men. This is that 
Dyarming and Binding the ftrong One, which our Saviour brings 

. as 
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brought into Court, and the Spirit ren — 


as a moſt rr het he was not only not af- 
ſiſted by the Infernal Powers, bur the greateſt and moſt for- 


midable Enemy they had, Luke 11. 22. Would the Prince of 


Dirkneſs contribute fo much to his own Diſgrace, and the 
Ruin of his Kingdom? No certainly, the Miracles of Chrift 
tended only to the Glory of God, Matt. 9. 8. And when the 
Multitude ſaw it they marvelled, and glorified God, who had 
given ſuch power unto Aden; and therefore thgy were undoubt- 
edly wrought by the Finger of God. For can think, that 
the Devil would be an luſtrument of giving Praiſe and Honout 
to Almighty God ? N 4 

A farther and moſt convincing Proof, that our Saviour's 
wonderfal Works were perfotm'd, by the mighty Power of 
God, is his being able to impart that Power to his Diſciples, 
and exprelly enjoyning them to make uſe of that Power again(t 
the Devil. Cure the Sick, cleanſe the Lepers, caſt out Devils, 
ſays he to his Apoſtles, Matt io. 8. And we read, that a 
ter he had given almoſt the likè Charge to the Seventy Diſci- 
ples, and gwen them a Power ſuperiour to all the Power of 
the Enemy, they returned with toy, ſaying, Lord, even the Da- 
vils ave ſubject to thy Name, Luke to. 17. This Power conti- 
nued for ſevera] Ages in the Primitive Church, who gloried 
in it as am unconteſtable Proof of the Truth and. Divinity of the 
Doctrine Which they preached ; and was ſo far from doing 
any Service to the Kingdom of Satan, that it prov'd the _ 


| Ruin of it: By this Power they detected the Impoſtures 


thoſe evil Spirits. and made them, who had ſo long vaunted 
themſelves to be Gods, confeſs themſelves to be Devils.” By 
this Power they drove em out of thoſe hom they had pof- 
ſeſs'd, and from their very Altars and Temples ; how then 
could it proceed originally from Satan? How could our Savy 
our Chyiſt pſe the Aſfiſtance of evil Spirits, when his Name 
alone was ſo great a Terror to them, that they could not heat 
it without Torture? HY gar R 

I cannot here omit that bold Challenge of Tertullian in the 
tame A 24] where he provokes the Heathen Governour to 
this Trial of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, from the 
Subjection of evil Spirits to the Chriſtians. - Edatur hic aliquis 
(lays he) ſub Tribunalib:u veſtris, quem Dœmone agi confer. 
Juſſem u gubdlum Chriſtiano loqui, Spiritus ille, tam ſe Dæmonem 
confid de vero, quam alibi Deum de falſo— niſi ſe Doemones 


ronfeſſß furrint Chriftiano mentiri non audentes ibidem illius C i- 


ſtiani procariſſimi Sanguinem fundite. d- 1fto Opere mani- 
feſtius? 4 hac — fidelius? Tot a Dæmoniact be 


ea 


ed Chriſtian to declare what he it, he ſhall confeſs himſe 
as 2725 be a Devil, as he did falſiy before profeſs hi 70 
aGod—After naming ſome of the reputed Gods of the Heathen, 
he goes on- theſe, J Jay, do not declare themſelves in Court to 
be — not daring to lie in the Preſence of a Chriftian, that 
Chriflian is willing to be taken for the Cheat, and ſtands ready to 
anſwer for it with his own Blood. What now can be more glaring- 
ly evident than this Demonſtration from Fatt ? What Proof more 
une xceptionable? The like Aﬀertions and Challenges may be 

oduced from other Fathers. | 

Now I ſay, this Power, that the Primitive Chriftians had 
over evil Spirits by the Name of Chriſt, proves firſt, That al- 
tho theſe Spirits had great Power to afflift and torment, both 
the Bodies and Souls of the unhappy Dœmoniacks; yet it can- 
not from thence be inferr'd, that their Power was infinite, for 
the Chriſtians bad them in Suhjection. And 24ly, That our 
Saviour was not, in our Author's prophane Language, a Witch; 
and. that it may reaſonably be collected, that he was not ſoy 
without denying that the Devil is indeed a Spirit of great 
Power, altho' by no means Oxunipotent. rad 4 
As for the Decree of the Aucyran Council, if my Author 
had been pleas'd to have quoted it, I might have ſaid ſome- 
thing to it; but from what he ſays of its being made upon Ac- 
count of the Error of the Manichæi, who believed two Inde- 


pendant Principles, the one Good, the other Evil, and Witches 
and Manichæans being put together in the Reſcript of Diocle- 


tian and Maximian : | infer againſt him, that there were re- 
ally Witches at that Time, elſe how came they to be joyned 
with the danicheans? And allo that the Decree was made a- 
gainſt * who held the Devil to be wholly independent up- 
on God, and to have an omnipotent Power, which, I hope, 1 


Have ſhewn, cannot be concluded from the Belief of Witchcraft, 


The like may be ſaid of the Decree of the Council of Bracara, 
pk is plainly levell'd againſt the Manic hæans and Priſcil- 
ianifts. | 
My Author having done with his Arguments, ſets himſelf 
to anſwer all Objections; and to thoſe who urge the Credibi- 
lity of Teftimony to the many ſtrange Facts done by Witch- 
craft, he ſays, he does not deny but they prove the Being of 
Spirita, but not of Witches ; he believes theſe Things may be 
done by Spirits, but demands a Reaſon why they ſhoul be 


done upon Account of a Contract made between any Man or 
Woman, and che Devil? .d a 


And then, in Anſwer to thoſe who alledge for a 278 
that Fe ſons yormented have fallen into their Fi: upon the Te of 
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fed Witches, &c. he ſuppoſes, p. 23. That theſe Spirits 
n the Cream of their Jeſt, to * poor innocent — 


to 4, and therefore promete the Accuſation, and procure the 
"at jm. mes of theſe miſerable Lone : To Sich I an» 
ro ſwer, That the principal Aim of the malicious Devils is againſt 
18- | our Souls; They envy Us the Happineſs of our Redemption, in 
re which, unhappy they, have no Share, and therefore they en- 
be | deavour to do us all the Miſchief they can, by ſeducing us to 


Eternal Ruin. Now the Devil would loſe the Cream of hns 
ad Jes, if by bringing a poor innocent old Woman into Trouble 
al- for Witchcraft, he ſhould thereby put her upon repenting - 
"th ber Sins, and gaining a Place; by ſuch her Repentance, in P 
in- radiſe, which is very likely to be effected by an uojuſt Proſe- 
for cution. An innocent Perſon accuſed and condemn'd for ſuch 
our © a Crime, would naturally beg Pardon for his paſt Sins, which 
rh; Þ deſerv d ſuch an heavy Judgment upon him, and perhaps the 
ſo; God of Mercy might accept of ſuch a Temporary Puniſh» 
eat ment, inſtead of an Eternal one; fo that this caſe and uncon- 
ftrain'd Account of the Matter, as our Author thinks it mm 
wr is by no Means conſiſtent with the known Policy of the Gr 
ne- Deceiver. | 
Ac- Again, ſays he, to the Objection, that ſuch Things have 
de- happen'd upon the Threatnings of the Parties accuſed ; the 
hes World has ftood many Years, — therefore it is not to be wonder d, 
cle- that there has happen d in it a notable Concurrence of Events; 
re- But I fay, it is to be wonder'd, that conſtantly upon the 
ned Threats of one particular Perſon, unaccountable Hurts, and 
a- I thoſe too the ſame Hurts threatned, ſhould always fall upon 
up- the Perſons againſt whom theſe Evils are denounced, as in the 
>, 1 = Caſe of Jane Wenham ; ſo that here is Wonder againſt Won» 
aſt. der. Par Congreſſus. + 0 
dy To the next Objection from the Confeſſion of Perſons accu: 
cil- I ſed, and that particularly of Fane Wenham, he anſwers, that 
5 it may be the Effect of Melancholy, &c. To which I reply, 
ſelf I That in the Caſe of Jane Wenham, it was not to be ſuppos'd, 
;bi- that either Melancholy, or any thing elſe but the Terrors of 
ich- 2 guilty Conſcience extorted this Confeſſion from her; 
of I but having fully anſwer'd this Objection in Witchcraft farther 
be Diſplay d, p. 37. I refer my Reader to the Place. | 
be find nothing farther in my Author worth any Remark, for 
or his attribating the Notion of Witches to ſuperſtitious Fear, is 
ſo very inconcluſive, and indeed fo ridiculons, that it needs no 
Anſwer. And then that there have been ſome Impoſtures 
2 upon this Notion, is what I will not deny, neither 
doth it any ways effect the N Argument, any more ** 
> . 2 -4 
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the being of Counterfeit Money proves there is no true Gold, 
So that having nothing more to ſay, except I would follow my 
Author's Example, and give my felf Thanks and Praiſe for my 
Performance; as he does at the End of his Book, which, I think, 
may as well be let alone: I take my Leave of him, and 
kgartily wiſh him a good Night's Reft, which I believe, he 
ſtands in need of, as much as Ido. Na 


, 
a 


: 0 
—— — ** 1 ah _—_——. 


— — - —— — 
. A * 


» * 


— 2 


REMARKS upon a Pamphlet Entituled, 
eA full Confut ation of Witchcraft. 


Efore I had quite finiſh'd my Anſwer to the Impoſſibility 
B Witchcraft, Freceiv'd another Pamphlet, as — — an 
promiſing in the Title · page as the former; engaping not only 
to confute the Depoſitions againſt Jane Wenham, but to prove 
5 Arguments, that Witchcraft was Prieftcraft. Having found 
by Experience, that ſuch Big Title. pages, as Big Looks are not 
the ſureſt Marks ofa Man of Courage) do not infalliply aſſure 
the Reader of a great Performance, I made bold to look into 
the Book. Wherever I caſt my Eye, 1 was accoſted with 
rieſteraft, Pious Praids, Ridiculous Stories, Midſummer Nights 


Dreams, and other ſuch honourable e man arbitrarily | 


impos d upon the Matters of Fact depos d, and the Relators of 
them ſxluted with ſuch Compliments as theſe, a Parcel of Brain- 
get People; one of the chiefeſt of them in particular is called a 
zerce Bigot, a Superſtitions Believer— Wiſe-acres— A Pack a 
Tzeots, &c. At which I began to be of good Contage, well 
knowing by the plentiful Scatterings of Biſlingſgate Language, 
That the Arguments were very ſparingly ſown; for it is cer- 
tainly below a Gentleman, or a Scholar, to defile his Wri- 
rings with fach ſcandalous Treatment of thoſe, againſt whom 
he would be thought fo argur; which he can never do cloſely, 
while he gives himſelf Leave to rail. ry 
* Being thus embolden'd to read over my Confuter, I obſerv'd 
all along, that his Confuterion was. as ftrong, and his Reaſoning 
$-fair, as his Language was Clean and Polite. The chief Thing 
e propofes to himſelf, is to ſhew the Abſurdity and Incon- 
ſteney of the Depoſitions againſt Jane Wenham ; but as for 
rong Arguments that Witchcraft is Prieſtcraft, if poſitive 
Afﬀirmations won't paſs as fach, he has none for us at preſent; 
and 'tis enough for his Purpoſe that they ſtand in the Title 
bage, no matter for the Book. Let us ſee therefore how be 
* . "_ en- 
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endeavours to confute the Depolitions; - And: firſt it will be 
neceſfary to conſider what is required, to the Confyrpti ; of 


credible Teſtimony upon Oath, relating to Matters of Fact. 

I think, it will de agreed upon by, all tides, that in order to 
do this, he that undertakes it, muſt either f, know ſo much 
of the Matter himſelf, as to be able to prove either by his own 
Teſtimony or that of others, that theſe Witneſſes have der 
pos'd what is falſe. Or, 24ly, He muſt be gfe by cotupariog 
one Part of the Evidence with another, ta ſome very re- 
markable Diſagreement between the Witneſſes, in ſome very 
material Circumſtances, inſomuch that ſuppoſing one Part oi 
the Evidence to be true, the other muſt be falſe. Or, 344, 
He muſt be able to prove, that the Witneſſes were ſo far cots 
rupted as to perjure themſelves, and upon what Moti ves they 
came to be ſo corrupted. Or elſe, 4thly,; He muſt evidently 
demonſtrate the Impoftibility of the Facts alleg'd to be done; 
and in this Caſe of Witchcraft, muſt prove theſe Facts impoilt» 
ble th be done by the Power of evil Spirits, or that it is impoſ- 
ſible for evil Spirits to enter into Contract with Men or Wo- 
men, and to covenant to do theſe Things at their Deſire, 
which will do as well. Now one of theſe Vor Things, I pre- 
ſume to ſay, is abſolutely neceſſary to confute the Story af the 
Wirehcrafts of Jau Menbum. But our Confuter, it ſeems, fs 
not of my Mind, and thinks it ſufficient to ſet up his own bare 
Conjettures againſt our Oaths, and yet has the Face to call. ti 
a full Confutation, To ſatisſie my Reader that this is not gratis 


Aictum, I will deſire him to compare, p! zy 4 and 5. of the 


Account of the Diſcovery of Sorcery and Witchcraft with ft, v, 
and ro. of this full Confuration. I will not tranſcribe the Story at 
large out of the fore- mentioned Account, ſuppoſing that moſt 
of Mole, who will be Readers of this, mdy have that by them; 
but our Author's Account of the Matter I muſt not omit. 
4 Now the genuine Account of the Matter (ſays he, . 9.) 
c ſeerns to be this. Arne Thorn, ſitting by the Kitchin-Fire; 
„ muſing, And her Spirits being under a'growing Diſorder, 
« we may rationally ſuppoſe they were by the Sequel 


«© an irregular Motion as ſtripping her ſelf, might ſtrike up- 


“ on her Fancy, and ſhe be prompted- to take off her Gow, 
and gather up a few 'Oaken Twigs, which lie gen p 
them up in 4 
% Bundle. That being ſein d with an Epi * Fit, as the 
© Symptom of finding a Roaming in her Head, (by which no 
d doubt ſhe meant a Giddineſs or Vertigo) plainly indigates, 
Jane Wenhaw, Who was im her Thoughts juſt at her going 
ü eee 
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| 38 
E Imagination during that Paroxyſm ; and that Mrs. Gardiner 
„ coming in at the Cloſe of the Fit, and finding her in that 
4 Aiſorder d Poſture, Anne Thorn related to her what was ſo 
te warm upon her Fancy. This (continues he) is natural to 
at — 4 without ſtretching Reaſon or common Senſe.“ The 
Reader here finds a meer Conjecture of the Author's offer d to 
ſolve this Phœenomenon, without the Maid's ſtirring from the 
Fire Side, (which by the bye, was a Coal Fire, and fo it was 
not ſo very probable that Oaken Twiggs might be ſcatter d u 
and down the Hearth) but it being impoſſible that this ſhoul 
go down with any ſenſible Reader, who has taken Notice, that 
two of John Chapman's Men atteſted, they met her runnin 
up the Hill with a prodigious. Swiftneſs, that they endeavour 
to ſtop her, but could not, which was confirm'd by Daniel 
Chapman, who met her, being on Horſeback, Vide, The full 
Account, p. 5. To get over this Pifficulty, he very fairly ac- 
cuſes Mr. Gardiner and my ſelf (who went immediately upon 
the Relation Anne Thorn had given us of her Adventure, toJohn 
's, to enquire whether his Men had really met her i 
the Way * Bag willful Subornation of falſe Witneſſes again 
Fane Wenham. Theſe are his Words, p. 10. but here was a 
good Handle for a Story againſt the ſuſpected Jane Wenham z 
Aud when th:y were furniſh'd with ſuch Aerials from the poor 
#f Delirant, they might as well make a Wild gooſe Chaſe of it, as 
let the Scene be confin'd to ſo narrom a Compaſs as a Chinmey- 
#- Corner. Evidence in ſuch a Caſe could not be long a procuring. 
: Accordingly tmo of John Chapman's Men are pitched upon asWit- 
weſſes to this half Mile Courſe of Anne Thorn's ; one of which, I 
"pr , was the Fel om that was ſent to pick Straws, &c. After 
fi 8328 my Author, that he has gueſs'd wrong, 4 
that the Fellow who was ſent to pick Straws, was not one © 
the Men that met Anne Thorn by the Way; I demand of him 
how he knows all this to be true ? And if he does not know it 
to be true, if his own Conſcience tells him that it is moſt abo- 
minably falſe, as indeed it is, how could he have the Face to 
print ſuch a ſcandalous Untruth ? Is it nothing with him, to 
make fo free with Gentlemen's Reputations, as to expoſe em 
to the World in Print, as the molt deteſtable of perjur'd Sub- 
otners#. Is this the Part of a Gentleman, and a Man of a pub- 


lick Character? No, this Author's Uſage of Mr. Gardiner and 


my. ſelf. in this Place; of Mrs. Gardiner, p. 20. where he re · 
cpreſents her as one likely enough to perjure her . in her Depoſir 
tia; and give ſome Colourings of her awn, to the ridiculous Ac- 
Peunz ſhe was to relate And of Mr. Strutt, þ. 33. where ſpeak- 
ing of if enham's Canſeſſion ta him, the Queſtiqns he àsk 12 
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and the Aders ſhe 222 a he crys out, 47 hely 
believing but the whole echt both Queſtion an 
were — by the Prieft. Thef: baſe and ſcandalous Rebe. 
ctions ſhew ſo much of the oundrel, that I am fully ſatisfied 
no Hertfordſhire Phyſician is the Author of this Paper, bat be he 
who he will, he beſt deſerves to be {uſwer'd by a geod Drubbing, 
And yet for ſooth this muſt be call'd Confutation ! A few ridi- 
culous Conjectures againk credible Teſtimony of Matters of 
Fact. | 
At this rate he runs on te confute the whole Story of Ame 
Thorne's Dilorder, ſuppoſes her to be ſtark mad, and by and 
by to the Objection, that Arne Thorn was compos d and free 
from any Diſorder before theſe Fits, he anſwers, p. 12. in an 
obſcure Empyrical Account of certain Staguations and Putrefa- 
tions of Humours about the Bowels, which is nothing at all to 
the purpoſe, becauſe Anne Thorn was as much compos d at all 
other times, as juſt before her. Fits, ſo that that Compoſure 
could not be occafion'd by that Calm and Slowneſs of Motion in 
the Animal Spirits, which is obſerved in Maniacks or mad Peoplay / 
juſt before they fall into their Diftemper, —_—_— 
After this he comes to Anme Thorn's going again to fetch 
— and leaping over Five - bar Gates in her Paſſage, which 
according to his way of confuting what is upon Oath, he pla- 
ces among the Midſummer Nights Dreams. Bat now he outs 
with all — Nm at oy 5 OM it to be = Power 
of any Perſon, the World calls a Witch, to force any Perſon againſt 
Vil upon ſuch trifling Errands, or to act * wk them, as to 
make them leap Five-bar Gates, &c. p. 14. With ſubmiſſion, 
he that argues againſt Matter of Fact ought to prove what he 
aſſerts. t inſtead of this, he demands the Modus of an evil 
Spirit's acting upon a Perſon in the Condition that we ſuppoſe 
Anne Thorn to have been in. If we fay, that by ſtrong Work- 
in is or Her Imagination he deprives him of his Liberty, 
then he asks how this Dœmon came by his Power? If to this 
we anſwer, That God Almighty, when he created the An- 
gels, gave them greater Power than he has given to Men; and 
that it appears from Holy Scripture, that the Devils, altho' 
| fallen from their Primitive Innocence, are yet Spirits of very 
reat Power and Might, and urge that the Devil is called io 
Holy Writ, the God of this World, and Prince of the Power of 
the Air; Appellations which imply a great Superiority of 
Strength over that of weak and frail Man; and that the ſubtil 
Nature of thoſe Spirits enables them to work very ſtrongly up- 
on Man's me OY, and conſequently upon his Vi; and if 
we urge all this, 1 lay he thinks he has us lure, by ng | 
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hat this is wr x(t Fung — 53 and Goodneſs of 
the Supream Being, it (lays he) poſſibly ſuit with the Di- 

vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs ? 1 there any Agreement between ſo 
e'a Power lodg d in a revengeful Spirit, and the Divine 
Love io Mankind joyned with his Knowledge of their Weakneſſes ? 
c. In anſwer ro which, after referring him to what I have 
Kid to this Obje&ion, p. 33. Of Witchcraft farther Diſplay d, 
and what I have alſo faid in that Part of my Anfwer to the 


Impoſſubility Ll Witchcraft, where I argue againſt thoſe . Who 
re the After 


the Aſſertors of the real Exiſtence of Witches aſcribe to 
the Devil an Omnipotent Power. Ifay, That this Objection 
$s as ſtrong againſt God's permitting'the Devil to inflict Diſea- 
fes upon our Bodies, as iy the Caſe of Aoly Job, whole Story 
„1 convincing Proof, whatever ſome may ſay, of God's per- 
Mitting the Devil to afflict us in our Bodies and Eſtates too, 
when for wiſe and good Reaſons he ſhall think fit. It is alſo as 
Arong againſt the Power of the Devil violently to bend our In- 
eima tions, and ſtrongly tempt us to Sin; nay, the Argument is 
W much the ſtronger in this Caſe, by how much the Da- 
ge he does to our Souls, is greater than any he can inflict 
upon our Bodies. But as God has promiſed us, that we ſhall 
not be tempted beyond what we are able, and that with the Temp- 
nat iom, he will ay: for us a Way to eſcape; ſo alſo in theſe 
AfiRions of our Bodies, by the Power of evil Spirits, God 
Wilt find a Way to detiver us, altho for a Time he ſuffers us 
20 de affficted for wiſe and good Reaſons, which may per- 
Vas hie hidden from our Sight, yet are never the leſs wiſe 
and good for being fo. Eſpecially, if by earneſt Prayer 
we ſeek unto him for Help, whoſe mighty Arm is able to pro- 
ect us from all the Powgf and Malice of the Devil and his An- 
as and to make us full Amends for theſe Temporary Suf- 
rings; provided we make a right Uſe of them, with an E- 
ternal Weight of Glory." © + | Keel 1.5 Wo log ©, 
In the next Mace, my Author wonders how a Deemon, that 
has no Body of his own, p. 1 6. ſhoald act upon Human Bo- 
dies, and ſeems to br'of their Opinion, that Matter only can 
act upon Matter, and that by Contact only. I ſhall not at 
preſent enter into a Diſpute, whether Spirit alone can a& up- 
on Matter, ſince he thinks fit to ſet this aſide as too àbſtruie, 
and” ſhall only ſay, that ſuppoſing according to the Plaronic 
Philoſophy, every Spirit informs tore material Vehicle, whe- 
cher Aerial or /E£therial it matters not, and that by eonden- 
ing this Vehicle it may act upon more folid Bodies, this max 
very eaſily be accounted for; nay indeed, enough goſerve our 
pivlent Purpoſe may be gathered from Spirits being able - 
wor 
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work other Spirits, without any regard had to the Inter · 
— — 7 he Devil may fo act _ Men Souls, 
which are Spirits, as to engage them to move their Bodies whi- 
ther 2 pleaſes, as in the cafe of Ame Thorn's running far 
Stic 

But he goes on, p. 16. Tou 'I ſay, perhaps the Supreme Being 


| permits this Daemon or Familiar to enter the Body of the Perſon, 


aud ſo actuate it as it pleaſes, What a Chain of Abſurdities 
muſt we admit of here | Me muſt ſuppoſe God working a Miracle 
upon every triſling Occaſion to oblige the evil Spirits, &c. Here 
he takes notice of a Solution of the Matter, which is very clear 
and rational; for ſuppoling a Dcemon enters the Body of the 
Afflicted, which is indeed robable enough, an eaſy Account 
may then be given of all theſe ſurprizing 3 5 
but (ſays — this muſt not be allow d, becauſe it ſuppoſes G 
working a Miracle to oblige the evil Spirits; to which I an- 
ſwer, that this implies no Aracle, but only God's bare Per- 
mi it being no more than Spirits may eaſily do, if per- 
mitted, according to the Laws and Capacity of their Condition. 
Beſides our Author's Conſequence will alſo prove, that God 
worked a Miracle for the evil Spirits, when ever they enter d the 
Damoniacks in the Goſpel, to drive the Devil out of whom our 
Saviour was at the Expence of a Miracle. Than which, no- 
2 can be more blaſphemous and abſurd. But perhaps to 
this he will reply, that the Words having a Devil, are only a 
Figurative Expreſtion, and ſignify no more than having ſtrange 
and incurable Diſeaſes. But the Vanity of this Evation will 
eaſily appear from the Conſideration that the Cure of Diſeaſes 
is plainly diſtinguiſhed in Holy Writ from cafting our Devils. 
We red, Mat. 4. 24. And they brought unto him all fick People, 
that were taken with divers Diſeaſes and Torments, and thoſe that 
were poſſeſst'd with Devils, and thoſe that were Lunatick, &c. do 
Luke 16. 18. He healed them of their Diſeaſes, and thoſe thut 
were vexed with unclean — were brought unto him, and he 
healed them likewiſe. Add to this, that the Devils cry d out of 
thoſe that were poſſeſs d among the Gergaſens, Mat. 8. 16. and 
beſought our Saviour, ſaying, Suffer us to go into the Herd of 
Swine, Now the Perſons affected could not be thought to de- 
ſire this, that were an unaccountable ſort of Poſſeſſion indeed, 
for a Man to enter into Swine ; fo that it mutt be meant of the 
Devil, who ſpoke out of the Man. Many Inſtances of this 
may be produc'd from Scripture, but theſe ſhall ſuffice at 
preſent. | 
This Confuter having now ſpent his Stock of Arguments, 
goes on with his ſheer _ as I ſuppoſe he thinks it, þ 
| * Others 


others are of Opinion, that it is nothing but Miſre 


tion 
and ill Language. For my part, I think it below my Regard 
till I come to . 18th Page, where for our own Vindicntion 


I am oblig'd to take notice of a notorious Untrath, which 1 
wonder how he could have the Confidence to think of impoſing 
upon his Readers, who might at one Glance only, upon turn- 
ing to the Place referr'd to, find out his unfair Repreſentation 
of the Matter. Great Streſs, ſays he, is laid upon Jane Wen- 
ham!'s repeating that Sentence in the Lord's Prayer, Lead us not 
into Temptation, with two Negatives. Now we were fo far from 
laying any great Streſs upon this, that he cannot make it ap- 
pear that any ſtreſs at all is laid upon it. In two Places of the 
Account of the Diſcovery, &c. mention is made of her not be- 
ing able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, p. 10, & 12. P. 10. it is ſaid, 


that ſhe could not ſay this Sentence, Forgive ut our Treſpaſſes, - 


nor this, Lead as not into Temptat ion. In the 12th Page are ex- 

preſs d the various Ways ſhe had of turning and winding theſe 
two Sentgnces together, Lead us not into Temptation, but. deli- 
ver us not from Evil; and among theſe Changes of Expreſſion, 
ſhe once repeats the firſt of theſe Sentences with two Negatives. 


But no ſtreſs is laid upon that, any more than any other of her 


ways of repeating thoſe Sentences. - Nor indeed is any ſo great 
ſtreſs laid upon her not being able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, 
it is by no means made, as my Confuter calls it, the Criterion 
of a Witch, It has indeed been an old Obſervation, that Wit- 
ches could not ſay the Lord's Prayer: We had a mind to try 
this Experiment on Jane Wenham, we found ſhe could not do 
it; this ſeem'd to us a Circumftance of Guilt, but we never 
thought it a convincing Proof, or made uſe of it as ſuch. 

| paſs by the reſt of his Raillery, till we come to Jane Men- 
hams Confeſſion to Mr. Strutt, to evade the Strength of which 
he lays the Queſtions were all enſnaring and ſuperficzal, p. 33. i 
know not What he may call an nncing Queſtion, to ask 
any Perſon accuſed of a Capital Crime, whether he be guilty 
or no, may in one ſenſe be called enſnaring, ſince upon Con- 
feſſion follows Conviction and Sentence. As for their being 
ſuperficial, if asking her whether ſhe was a Witch or no, how 


long ſhe had been ſo, what induced her to bewitch this Maid, 


and the like, are Queſtions not to the ſe, I would gladly 
know what iy, - thought ſo. 'Tis — they might have 
asked her more Queſtions, but the reaſon why they did not 

was becauſe her Kinſman Archer declar'd himſelf fully ſatisfied 


in her Guilt, and they were ſo ſtricken with Horror at the 


Dilcovery of fo much Wickedneſs, that the great Concern 
that was upon them made them unwilling for the * to 
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hear any more, and indeed no good Man but would be more 
than ordinarily troubled at the firſt Diſcovery of ſuch Helliſh 
Combinations with the Devil. This ſtruck a Damp — their 
Spirits which made them glad to retire, and their purſuing the 
Matter no farther, when ſhe was in the confefſing Humour, is 
a trong Argument that they meant not the leak Harm to the 
old Woman, bore no ill Will to her, but only to the 
Forrid Crime whereof ſhe ſtood accus'd. . = 
The reſt of this Confuter's Comment on the Story of Jane 
Wenhem, being of a Piece with the former, and conſiſting of 


— 1 Boop a few Miſrepreſentations and ridiculous Conject- 


ures, I don't think worth taking any farther Notice of: But this 
Author being not the only one who makes Sport with Ame 
Thorn's recovering out of her Fits by Prayers, | ſhall conclude 
this with a Word or two concerning this good Effect of Prayer. 
And here I muſt obſerve, that the Reverend Clergymen, who 
pray d by Anne Thorn im her Fits, were ſo far from arrogating 
to themſelves any extraordinary Power of diſpoſſeſſing the 
Devil, that they never once made uſe ob any Adjurarzons or 
other Forms of Exorciſm whatſoever. They did not ſo muck 
as attempt to command the evil Spirit tocome out of the Afflict- 
ed, by the powerful Name of Jeſus, at which the Devils trem- 
ble, and all the Powers of Hell are more diſmay'd, than the 
whiffling Scepticks of this Age. No, they took a modeſter 
Courſe, immediately addreſsd themſelves to the Throne of 
Grace, and T's the Aſſiſtance of Heaven; they knew, 
that the Almighty Arm alone was ſufficient againſt ſuch ex- 
traordinary Inſults of the Devil, and therefore in an'bumble 


Manner they called for Help from God, and no ſooner had 


they begun to pray, but they found their Prayers anſwer d, 
even before. they were all offer'd up. As for what this Confu- 
ter ſays, that they having a round Number of Culletts to ply the 
afflicted Anne Thorn with, *rwas ten to one if the Paroxiſm did 
not abate in that Time, p. 46. Janſwer, 'twas always obſerv'd, 
that ſhe began to recover immediately at the Beginning of the 
Prayers; and by the Time we had repeated three or four Sen- 
tences of the Lord's Prayer, which was generally the firſt 
uſed, ſhe was able to join with us in the reſt, altho' the Mi- 
nute before ſhe was ſpeechleſs, and to all Appearance ſenſe- 
leſs; and this conſtantly happen'd ſometimes in the very Be. 

inning of a Fit, within a Minute or two after it had ſeiz d 

er, in which Time the Paroxiſm could not abate naturally, 


and by Degrees, which is indeed a very good Reaſon, why 


the Abatement of her Fits ſhould be attributed to the Succeſs 
ot Prayers. F | 
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Way, 
5 this 


ttlls us, v. 16. The effetiual fervent Prayer ef a righteous 
availeth much; which he confirms in the two following ve 
ſes by the Example of Elias, who prayed earneſtly that it might 
not rain, and it rained not for the Space of three Tears and fix 
Mant hs; and he prayed gain, and the Heavens gave Rain, &c. 
This we he ve found by our own Experience to be true, that 
God is ready to hear and anſwer the Prayers of his, fai 
Servants, and we hope it may ſerve in ſome meaſare to create 
a due Kevererice and Reſpe&t to Prayers im general, and thoſe 
of out tHoly Church in particular, ſo happily uſed on this Oc- 
cation, which is all the Advantage the Clergy expect to reap, 
from this remarkable Occurrence, which can never be thought 
cu our Author injuriouſly ſuggeſts) to bring in any, much 
weighty Offerings. 1 | | 3 
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